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SHENLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Autumn 2020 Report

Again, another strange few months. I 
don’t think any of us have experienced 
anything like it and hope that we never 
will have to again.

These past few months have brought 
much sadness to our Village with the 
passing of a few of our loved ones. July 
saw the passing of Bob Gough who had 
been, with his partner Faye, the go to 
couple for doing all the odd jobs around 
the Village.  For nearly 50 years Bob had 
worked tirelessly for the Village. 

September saw the passing of Beryl 
Mackay at the age of 100. She was 
a real stalwart of the Village and last 
year received the honour of becoming 
an Honorary Freeman of the Parish of 
Shenley in recognition for the work that 
she had put in over the years. She was 
honoured by the Queen with an MBE for 
her work with the hospital, the school, 
the church and the WI. She was a true 
beacon of the Shenley Spirit.

Also this month we sadly lost The 
Worshipful Hertsmere Mayor Councillor 
Cynthia Barker following a short bout 
of illness. Nothing was ever too much 
trouble for her and she has left a lasting 
impression on the council.

Let us all take inspiration from these 
friends and others who we have lost over 
the past few months and aspire to take 
something from their character and use 
it to make ourselves better people and to 
see how we can make Shenley a more 
loving place in which to live.

Unfortunately, COVID-19 has seen us 
cancel all of our plans for the summer 
activities and inevitably all of our plans for 
the Autumn are also likely to be cancelled.  
We are however looking at marking 

Remembrance Sunday with something, 
probably online, but watch this space for 
further details in due course.

Looking for some Village cheer nearer 
Christmas we have decided to continue 
with the Christmas lights for a further 
year and I for one am looking forward 
to seeing them brighten up the winter 
nights in November and December and 
adorning our newly painted street lamps 
on Porters Park Drive.  

The Little Shenley Library continues to 

your books at Shenley Estates, if you 
leave any boxes or bags of books at 
the library due to health and safety and 
hygiene reasons they have to be thrown 
away.

Thanks again to our ever growing group 
of volunteers with Action for a Cleaner 
Shenley for keeping our paths and 
roadways clear of litter.

Sounds mad, but have a great Christmas 
and you will hear from me again in January 
and hopefully we will look forward to a 
brighter and safer 2021.

Looking forward to seeing you around the 
Village and stay safe.

Regards.

William

Councillor William Susman
Chairman – Shenley Parish Council

william.susman@shenleyvillage.org



4

SHENLEY PARISH COUNCILLORS

 Natalie Susman  Annie Keen  Justine Ash

William Susman

Rosemary Gilligan

Anthony SpencerGavin O’ Sullivan

000

YEAR 2020
Tuesday 6 October
Tuesday 3 November
Tuesday 1 December
YEAR 2021
Tuesday 5 January
Tuesday 2 February
Tuesday 2 March            -  Annual Parish Meeting
Tuesday 2 March
Tuesday 6 April
Tuesday 4 May               -  Annual Parish Council Meeting

SHENLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES.
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Shenley Parish Councillors’ Responsibilities 
and Contact Details 2020/21

COUNCILLOR EMAIL CONTACT  
NUMBER COMMITTEES

William  
Susman

Chairman

william.susman@ 
shenleyvillage.org

07985 859444
 Finance Committee 
 Youth Working Party
 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Justine Ash
justine.ash@

shenleyvillage.org
07957 385486

Future Initiative Working Party
 Media Working Party
 Youth Working Party

Rosemary  
Gilligan

rosemary.gilligan@
shenleyvillage.org

07889 544144

 Allotment Committee
 Finance Committee
 Planning Working Party
 Vice – Chair Neighbourhood Plan 

  Steering Group
 Sir Richard Cox Charity

Annie Keen
annie.keen@

shenleyvillage.org
07535 132638

 Allotment Committee

 Media Working Party
 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
 Shenley Park Trust

Gavin  
O’Sullivan

gavin.osullivan@ 
shenleyvillage.org

07831 839714

 Finance Committee
 Future Initiative Working Party
 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
 Shenley Village Hall Management
 Committee

Anthony  
Spencer

anthony.spencer@
shenleyvillage.org

07973 349083
 Finance Committee
 Police and Crime (inc CSP) Steering   

  Group

Natalie Susman
natalie.susman@
shenleyvillage.org

07939 208447

 Allotment Committee
Future Initiative Working Party

 Youth Working Party
 Sir Richard Cox Charity

Amanda Leboff

Clerk to the 
Council

clerk@shenleyvillage.org
The Hub, London Road, 

Shenley, WD7 9BS
01923 855865

Dayaram Nakrani
Webmaster

website@ 
shenleyvillage.org
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We are absolutely delighted to say that the Referendum Version of the Shenley 
Plan is going to be approved by Hertsmere Borough Council Executive Committee 
on 14th October. Sign off should have taken place on 16th September but the 
meeting was adjourned due to unforeseen circumstances. From 14th October the 
Shenley Plan will be treated as if the Referendum has taken place and it has to be 
considered with regard to all planning applications going forward. There will be a 
referendum in May 2021.

examination. The Examiners Shenley Neighbourhood Plan Examination report was 
submitted to Hertsmere on 26th May. Overall the Steering Group is not unhappy 
with John Slaters report. We seemed to have faired better than Radlett in that their 
examiner made them delete two policies one of which we still have in ours. We did 
have to delete Policy SH2 Shenley Village Special Policy Area as the Examiner felt 
that the policy failed to meet ‘basic conditions’. We are disappointed but have to 
accept the Examiner’s decision. 

The examiner considered it was a response to the emerging Hertsmere local plan 
which seemed to indicate more housing in Shenley parish.  “I only attach little 
weight to it as it is largely speculation as to possible green belt releases and large 
site allocations, at this stage as the local plan making process proceeds, which 
will be the subject of further appraisals and public consultation and in time public 
examination.   As you will see in the rest of this article the examiner goes on to 
make it clear that he would not expect to see large greenbelt release in the parish 
and should it happen it would only be sustainable to release land at the edges of 
existing settlements

It is worth noting that in the section ‘Compliance with the Development Plan’ the 
Examiner said:    

The Core Strategy recognises that Shenley has reached its natural limits 
within the Green Belt and that further development will be restricted to small 

  The Key Diagram 
shows the part of the settlement area comprising the former Shenley Hospital 

We hope that the above underlined sentence will help to protect Shenley.

We are delighted that the Examiner made the following comment regarding the 
Shenley Parish Design Principles and Code and we extend special thanks to our 
Consultant Angela Koch of ImaginePlaces who helped us draft it:  

“Planning our future together”
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Shenley Parish Design Principles and Code

63. “I commend the quality and the clarity of aspirations set out in the Design 

particularly well illustrated”.  

In his summary the examiner said:

quality which is a commendable aspiration.

in the plan area during the lifetime of the plan.  Equally, once the new Hertsmere 

neighbourhood plan, to be able to build upon the decisions that will be made in that 
strategic document.

proceed in due course to referendum”.

that they were going to recommend that the Examiners report be accepted. It was 
agreed that we should ask our consultant to start making the changes recommended 
by the Examiner. This was done and the revised plan was sent to Hertsmere. We 
then had to wait for an email listing the proposed changes they wanted to make.  This 
was sent to us at the beginning of September. An extremely intense few weeks of 
negotiation followed. Where there was no material effect we agreed to Hertsmere’s 
proposed changes but we had to stand our ground re a few points.

village website   https://shenleyvillage.org/neighbourhood:plan/

A big thank you to everyone who helped us make the Shenley Plan. A huge 

There are proposed changes to the Planning system and they could affect the work 
that Hertsmere has done so far on the new Local Plan but until the Government 
announces the changes we cannot know what impact this will have.

Nicky Beaton 
Chair Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group   

Vice Chair Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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Borough Councillor Natalie Susman’s Report

Anthony Spencer and I have continued to work on Borough matters throughout what have 
been quite extraordinary times. It feels that having come out of one lockdown, we have to 
be very careful trying to ensure that we don’t head straight into another. Thank goodness 
for the largely wonderful weather and for the beautiful surroundings here in Shenley.

Whilst Anthony and I work together on a lot of matters we each are a representative for 
you, the residents and by working on different committees at Hertsmere alongside other 
Borough Councillors we are able to ensure that Shenley is able to have a real input into 
life in both our Village and the wider borough.

My work as one of the selected Councillors to sit on the Climate Emergency Working 
Group at Hertsmere continues and we are moving at a healthy pace to begin implementing 
and adopting measures within the borough with gusto – and as quickly as the bureaucratic 
‘red tape’ will permit. We recognise the importance of this.

Other work at the council sees me being a Councillor on one of the Scrutiny Committees 
– Operations Review. I also sit on the Licencing Committee and am have been working 
on two further working groups.  

Chamber, we are all now far more conversant with Teams and Zoom, having never heard 
of these some six months ago – together with a whole new vocabulary that includes ‘social 
distancing’, furlough, track and trace, self-isolation etc. etc.  

I am contactable at any time of day to assist constituents with any issues they have and I 
am able in most instances to escalate matters and have been successful more often than 
not in helping to resolve otherwise stagnant or challenging issues.

Please stay safe and well. As a community let’s all keep an eye out for our neighbours and 
do all we can together to help each other.

Best wishes.

Hertsmere
Borough
Council
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Sunday at 
 St Martin’s 

9:30am Family 
Communion 

4:00pm Messy, Forest 
or Film Church 

6:30pm Evening 
services revolving 

around art, story and 
music 

Our new website 
has all the details 
about our exciting 
services, events & 

news! Jump in and 
join us at: 

stmartinschurch 
.co.uk

“St Martin’s has an exciting 
future, but we need your 
help to make it happen…”

STANDING ORDER 
Set up a standing order, and 
if you’re a taxpayer we can 
claim Gift Aid. Details at: 

stmartinschurch.co.uk
/give

BY TEXT 
Make a one-off donation, just 
text the word, SHENLEY and 
5, 10 or 20 to 70450 to 
donate that amount in 

pounds. 

LARGER DONATIONS 
To make a larger donation, 
for which we would be truly 

grateful, see: 
stmartinschurch.co.uk

/give 

We are writing to you 
as a member of 
Shenley village to 

help St Martin’s financially stay open. 
Did you know St Martin’s church is funded 

entirely by its congregation and fundraising? 
We get no regular income from the local 
Council, Government, or Church of England.  

We have substantial costs which include 
having a vicar, maintaining the historic 
church building, graveyard at Shenleybury 
and running our activities. 

Over recent years our income has been 
declining and we have a current shortfall of 

about £15,000 per year. If this continues it 
will result in us reducing the work we can do 
and prevent us from having a full-time vicar 
in Shenley. 

We need your help! As a Shenley resident, 
we are asking if you would be prepared to 
become a ‘Friend of St Martin’s’ by supporting 
us financially. 

This would secure a stable future for the 
church and allow the important work within 
our village community to thrive. 

Below are the three 
ways in which you can 
contribute. 

Dear Resident,

Thank you!

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE AND ALLOW ST MARTIN’S TO THRIVE 

1 2 3

MAKE CONTACT 
Our Vicar, Revd Daniel McCarthy on: 

07855 941184 or danielmccarthy7x77@yahoo.com Or on our website at: stmartinschurch.co.uk/contact 

You matter. You can help. Your contribution will make a difference.
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MAKE CONTACT 
Our Vicar, Revd Daniel McCarthy on: 

07855 941184 or danielmccarthy7x77@yahoo.com Or on our website at: stmartinschurch.co.uk/contact 

You matter. You can help. Your contribution will make a difference.

OOur vision at St Martin’s is to be a church in the heart of the community. We 
offer a place for everyone, young and old, faith-filled and questioning. 

  To put our vision into action we are aiming for 50 per cent of all our activities 
to be out in the community, some of which you can see on the right.

Without donations, your church in the 
community may be under threat

Visiting our schools, 

nurseries and care 

homes 

Hospital and home visits 

Working with the Jewish 

community especially  

around mental health 

and remembrance 

Soup lunches 

Tent Tots, 

our toddler group 

Being a champion of 

Shenley’s shops 

Supporting The 

Shenley Park Trust  

Helping in local village 

events including the 

Shenley Fete 

Hot chocolate outreach 

for the community 

Our passion is to grow the Shenley spirit!
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Every breath you take!

At the time of writing this article, the Jewish community is about to enter its main festive 
season of Rosh Hashanah (the New Year), Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement) and 
Sukkot (Tabernacles).

On Rosh Hashanah we have the belief that everything that is going to occur in the 
upcoming year is determined on this auspicious day. This time last year, who could have 
imagined the year we have just experienced? Our world has completely changed. The 
covid19 pandemic has impacted the way we work, travel and spend family and leisure 
time. That the world has changed is in no doubt, but the big question that needs to be 
asked is; have we changed?  If so, in what way? What have we learnt about ourselves, 
each other and the world around us? Have we developed a greater clarity on what we 
are here for and our purpose in life?  

Certainly we have all gained a greater appreciation and understanding of humanity’s 
interdependence. What we do for the good or the not so good impacts on the world 
around us. We have had to live with greater responsibility and greater concern for 

communication. 

Furthermore, in the face of loss, bereavement and pain we have come to appreciate the 
fragility of life itself. The main feature of the synagogue service for Rosh Hashanah is the 
blowing of the shofar (the ram’s horn). The shofar blasts mark the birthday of mankind 
when G-d “blew” into man’s nostrils his soul, giving him the “breath of life” (Genesis, 
2:7). Breath is symbolic for the soul, as the two share a common Hebrew root. The word 
for soul, “neshama”, is almost identical to the Hebrew word “neshima”: breathe. It’s no 
wonder that we become more aware of the higher levels of our soul by slowing down and 
focusing on our breathing.

This past year we learned how to do just that; to slow down and to appreciate what is 

corona, which means crown, pointing out how this virus would wake up the world to 
realize how dependent we are on the King of Kings to protect us. Indeed, another reason 
given for the sounding of the Shofar at the beginning of the New Year is to coronate G-d 
as King, proclaiming that everything we have is dependent on G-d Who is constantly 
breathing life and sustaining the world.

As I stated in my last article for Shenley Village Matters, let us take strength that we are 
all in this together, and together may we become as individuals and as a community 
stronger and kinder. May G-d bless us all with a sweet, happy, peaceful and healthy 
New Year!

Warm wishes

Alan

Rabbi Alan Garber 

rabbigarber@shenleysynagogue.org.uk

Shenley
United
Jewish
Community
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 SHENLEY METHODIST CHURCH

News from Shenley Methodist Church

Shenley Methodist Church is now open every Sunday at 9.30am for a service 
lasting no longer than 45 minutes in accordance with current guidance. Services 
resumed in August following the latest government advice. You are very welcome 
to attend a service but will need to wear a mask and follow instructions on arrival 
necessitating social distance. The previous service before lockdown had taken 
place on March 15th. In the Church we were most sad at the beginning of April 
to hear of the death of Fred Perry. Many of you will know Fred not just as a long 
standing member of the Church but also for his work alongside his wife Yvonne 

attending had to be necessarily limited. Nonetheless we were able to give thanks 

Yvonne.
 
We would be pleased to welcome anyone on a Sunday Morning. We also hope 
with our friends from St. Martin’s to be able to deliver a version of Messy Church 
in the Autumn that keeps within the guidelines. Messy Church is a monthly activity 
organised by members of St. Martin’s and Shenley Methodist Church involving 
craft and activity with families and children especially in mind. During lockdown we 
were able to create a rainbow display which was duly placed outside the Church 
with children making their contributions at home or as part of a family walk. For 
any questions or enquiries please contact me using the details below.
 
With the assurance of my and the Church’s continued support and prayers for 

 

Shenley Methodist Church
Tel: 01727 851834 

andrew.prout@methodist.org.uk
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Beryl, also known as Peg, was born in the 
Bothy, a staff house in the grounds of Windsor 
Great Park on Guy Fawkes Day, November 
5th 1919 to Ellen (nee Freestone) and Sydney 
Pascoe. Her father became a Head Gardener 
on the Windsor Estate where her family lived 
in a house called Kennel Cottage. Beryl 
spent a very happy childhood in Windsor and 
learned that anyone who worked for the Royal 
Family had to be very discreet. She could tell 
many stories about the experience of living 
near the Royal family but would never write 
down any of her memories. 
She sometimes mentioned Grand  Duchess 
Xenia, a member of the Russian royal family 
who escaped from Russia after the revolution 
and was given a home at Frogmore Cottage 
on the Windsor Estate. Her Mother was a 
Lady’s maid and an expert needlewoman so 
Beryl had a good grounding in creative skills.
Beryl enjoyed her schooldays at both Primary 
& Secondary school in Windsor and used to 
boast that she was a good hurdler. When she 
went to school she used to cycle down the 
Long Walk every day. 
When she left school she went to work for 
Aspro in Slough and met her future husband, 
Gilbert Harrison, at a dance in Maidenhead. 

child, a daughter, Gillian, was born in March 
1942. Gilbert was in the Army and for the early 
years of the war Beryl followed him around to 
the various places in England where he was 

posted such as Hexham & Helmsley. When 
he was posted to Italy she stayed either in 
Windsor with her parents or in Prestatyn, 
North Wales with a friend/relative who lived 
there. 
At the end of the war when Gilbert was de-
mobbed he was employed by John Laing 
in the accounts section and posted to a 
construction site in Grimsby. In 1947 he was 

Mill Hill so the family returned to live with 
Beryl’s parents in Windsor. When the journey 
proved too much for Gilbert the family moved 
yet again to stay with Aunt Kate Freestone in 
Shenley. They were subsequently housed by 
the council at 13 Cage Pond Road where the 
family lived for over 20 years. Their second 
child, a son Giles was born in 1950.
Beryl became a very active member of the 
village community in Shenley. In the 1940s 
there was a large mental hospital on the site 
of what is now Porters Park. Beryl volunteered 
as a member of the League of Friends of 
Shenley Hospital and remained an active 
participant until the closure of the hospital in 
1998. For many years Beryl was Chair of the 
organisation and The League proposed her 
for an MBE for her services which she was 
awarded in June 1996. 
Being the daughter of a gardener to the Royal 
family Beryl was extremely knowledgeable 
about horticultural matters. She & Gilbert 
were both members of the Allotment 
Association from their early days in Shenley 
and she continued to enter items in the 
annual show up to the age of 90 in 2009. 
She was a very competitive person and was 
never happy unless she won a prize for at 
least one of her entries! Beryl was a regular 
at members’ day of the Chelsea Flower 
Show, even in her wheelchair in later years, 
and knew, personally, a number of notable 
horticulturalists such as Percy Thrower. 
In 1961 Gilbert was diagnosed with a brain 

years eventually died in September 1963. 

regularly for a wide variety of events but 
especially in St Martin’s Church. She could 

In Fond Memory
Beryl (Peg) Patricia Mackay MBE

Peg with her MBE 1996
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often be found in the church on a Saturday 
morning adorning the altar. Ken, her second 
husband, used to complain that he couldn’t 
use the bath because the lilies were being 
nourished there! She was a very active 
member of St Martin’s parish and a long term 
member of the PCC. 
Another organisation of which Beryl was a 
very active member is the Shenley Women’s 
Institute. She spent endless hours involved 
in organising events, attending meetings and 
training sessions for both Shenley WI and 
the Herts Federation of WIs Committee. She 
travelled around the County in all directions 
chairing annual meetings for local groups 
for many years. She attended the national 
meetings in the Albert Hall annually and was 
a judge for endless cookery competitions. 

When the WI was celebrating Beryl’s 100th 
birthday last November the Parish Council 
presented her with the Freedom of Shenley. 
She was very proud of this award being only 
the second person ever to receive it!
As a descendant of the Freestone family she 
worked, over a period of years on a very part-
time basis in the family bread shop in Shenley. 
It was there that she came across a customer 
called Kenneth Mackay who lived on London 
Road. Ken was a widower and they got 
together and eventually married in April 1971. 
Beryl then moved to 51 London Road and 
lived there until 5th September 2020. 
A few years after she married Ken Beryl 
was invited to be a governor at Shenley JMI 
School, a responsibility she took extremely 
seriously and thoroughly enjoyed. Her 
association with the school was a long one as 
Gillian had been at school there from 1947 – 
1953 and Giles from 1955-1961 and her 

Peg’s Freedom of Shenley presentation.

grandchildren started school there in the early 
1970s before they moved to Yorkshire. Beryl 
was Chair of Governors for many years and 
it was one of the activities that kept her going 
when she lost Ken in September 1988. 

She was an extremely hospitable person and 
after Ken’s death many committee and small 
group meetings as well as fund raising events 
took place at 51. Her children, Gillian & Giles, 
were everything to her and she had a lovely 
phrase she often used ‘if my children had any 
faults I would see them at once’ if anyone 
criticised either of them! Beryl was a very 
capable and formidable lady and will be sadly 
missed by her children, Gillian & Giles, her 
grandchildren Peta, Simone & Anthony as well 

is due to be born in October in Leeds!  

Should anyone wish to make a donation in 
memory of Beryl please send an offering to St 
Martin’s Church (stmartinschurch.co.uk/give) 
for the Fundraising Appeal and let Reverend 
Daniel know that it is in acknowledgement of her.

Best wishes.
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Centre Page Pullout
V I L L A G E    I N F O R M A T I O N

DOCTORS - Gateways Surgery, Andrew Close, Shenley  -  01923 857146   

All Shenley patients please telephone, or visit www.theredhousegroup.com to make an appointment to see a Doctor or 

Nurse.      Surgery times are Monday – Friday 8.30 – 18.00

DENTISTS - The Gingerbread House   Dr H Grahame  & Dr A Newman  01923 852852

PARISH COUNCIL - Parish Clerk:  Amanda Leboff  e-mail - clerk@shenleyvillage.org 

Address:  `The Hub’, London Road, Shenley WD7 9BS   Telephone no:  01923 855865   Mobile no: 07821 884155   

The Parish Council meets the first Tuesday in each month, except August, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  

All welcome to attend.

HERTFORDSHIRE HIGHWAYS - General: 0300 123 4040   Emergency : 0300 123 4047

INFORMATION ON HERTSMERE’S LIST OF SERVICES. Anything you need to know - from Road pothole complaints to 

Recycling advice. Very comprehensive. - https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/List-of-Services.aspx

SHENLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL  -  Head Teacher Kate Fiddler.   01923 855864

CLORE SHALOM SCHOOL  - Karen Cohen    01923 855631

VILLAGE HALL HIRE  -  Jane Griffin   01923 857438

COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME  -  Gail Remfry   020 8207 5055

COMMUNITY SHOPPER SCHEME  -  (Line open Mon, Wed and Fri 9.30-12.30)   020 8207 511

SHENLEY PARK TRUST -  Glyn Dredge  01923 852629   (www.shenleypark.co.uk) 

CHILDREN’S CENTRE  Free services for 5’s & under  - Hannah and Helen  01923 858056

SHENLEY FETE  -  Guy Beaton, Chairman   01923 852841

SHENLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH WARD CO-ORDINATOR - Julie Lloyd 01923 333226

POLICE  -  Non-emergency number for Herts Police 101  Ask for PCSO Suzy Tether   

or Sgt. Noel Buckley. Voicemails:  01707 354192

CONTACT DETAILS FOR SHENLEY FAITH COMMUNITIES

ST MARTIN’S (Church of England)   Web site:  http//www.stmartinsshenley.org

Parish Priest - Revd Daniel McCarthy, The Vicarage, 63 London Road, Tel no:  01923 859544

Email: danielmccarthy7x77@yahoo.com

Lay Minister -  John Hayes, 128 Organhall Road, Borehamwood, Tel no: 0208 386 7334

Church Wardens - John Diaz  mobile no: 07947 358662  & Matthew Rheinberg, 7 Madresfield Crt  

Tel no. 01923 839644

SHENLEY METHODIST CHURCH

Minister -  Revd Andrew Prout, 16 Gainsborough Avenue, St Albans AL1 4NL 

Email:  Andrew.prout@methodist.org.uk  or shenleymethodistchurch@gmail.com   

Tel no.  01707 851834       Methodist Church community room hire: contact Louise Bourton 01923 469587 or 

Email:  shenleymethodistchurch@gmail.com    Contact - Yvonne Perry, 10 Harris Lane.  Tel no: 01923 856810

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (Roman Catholic)

Parish Priest - Father Kevin Moule, 22 The Crosspath, Radlett WD7 8HN   Tel no.  01923 635541

Deacon - Rev. Dcn Anthony Curran   Email: revdeacon@mail.com

Parish Office  -  Email:   radlett@rcdow.org.uk   Tel no.  01923 635541

SHENLEY UNITED SYNAGOGUE

Rabbi - Rabbi Alan Garber  Email: rabbigarber@shenleysynagogue.org.uk

Administrator -  Nicola Slater   Email:   office@shenleysynagogue.org.uk    Tel no.  01923 608333
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Tomten Kennels & Cattery

www.tomten.co.uk

Ovenclean will transform your oven and
put the sparkle back into your kitchen!

●   Hobs
●   Ranges
●   Microwaves
●   AGA’s

●   Ovens
●    Grills
●    Extractors
●    BBQ’s
Call today to book your oven clean

0800 840 7127
07715 636128

www.ovenclean.com
AS SE

EN
 O

N TV

 

Shenley Convenience Store Ltd 
40 London Road, WD7 9EN 

Your local village shop & Post Office 

Mon  Fri  6am  10pm 
Sat 6am  7:30pm 
Sun  6am  2pm 

*Post Office opening hours are different O
pe

ni
ng

 
Ho

ur
s*

 

Check online for our latest offers & more info... 
http://shenleystore.co.uk/ 

Dry Cleaning  Passport Photos  Lotto 
Photocopying  Newsagent (Home Delivery) 

Off Licence  Greeting Cards  Stationery 

Buying, selling or renting property?
Use the pick of the crop -
Shenley Estates

Shenley Estates, 20 Andrew Close,
Shenley, Hertfordshire, WD7 9LP

web: www.shenleyestates.com
email: info@shenleyestates.com

phone: 01923 856464

HOLIDAY COTTAGE 
SENNEN, CORNWALL 

Fantastic location  Sleeps 4/5 
Large garden - dog and child friendly 

Amazing coastal walks, build sandcastles or ride the 
waves -  

whatever the time of year 
 

For more information visit our website 
www.sennenseasideretreat  

or call Gemma on 07737 042090 
     or Georgina at Barkers 01923 855266 

HARRINGTONS CAR SALES LIMITED
(Director Peter Harrington)

SHENLEY GARAGE

38 LONDON ROAD

SHENLEY

WD7 9EN

01923 857457

07887 518 672

www.hcsales.co.uk

QUALITY USED CARS

ESTABLISHED 20 YEARS

SPECIALIZING IN LOW MILEAGE

 

  Passport Photos  
Photocopying(Colour/BW A4/A3) Newsagent  

Off Licence   

Mon  Sat 6 am    7.30 pm  
Sun  10 am  2 pm 

 

 Store 
opening hours correct at time of print could change. 

Houndswood House Care Home

When you love every day,  
it’s magic

www.brighterkind.com/
houndswoodhouse

At the newly refurbished Houndswood 
House in Radlett, every day is sprinkled 
with what we call ‘Magic Moments’, a 
carefully tailored programme specially 
created around what you have always 
loved doing, and want to keep doing.

We’d love you to come and see for 
yourself. Call us on 01923 709 416 to 
arrange a day to pop in.

 

  Passport Photos  
Photocopying(Colour/BW A4/A3) Newsagent  

Off Licence   

Mon  Sat 6 am    7.30 pm  
Sun  8 am  2 pm 

 

Where our friendly team ensure the highest level of veterinary care and 
client service. 

Orchard Villa                                          
Porters Park Drive                  Monday  Friday 9:00am  7:30pm 
Shenley                                   Saturday 9.30am- 12pm 
WD7 9DS                                01923 856740 

est
me is childs play with
enley Estates estates

Buy, selling or renting your
home is childs’ play with
Shenley Estates

Shenley Estates, 20 Andrew Close, 
Shenley, Hertfordshire, WD7 9LP 
web: www.shenleyestates.com
email: info@shenleyestates.com

phone: 01923 856464
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,Unit 2, Park Industrial Estate,

St.Albans, Hertfordshire AL2 2DR

Teel: 01727 872021 
Fax: 01727 875012
Weeb: www.caprin.co.uk
E-Mail:
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usiness Stationery
rochures,  Booklets,

osters & more

Gary Thomas
Tel: 07799 708031
Mobile: 01923 729028
Domes�c Hea�ng & Gas Engineer

We are friendly and professional Gas Safe Registered Engineers who
specialise in all domes�c Central Hea�ng and Gas work. We offer
complete design and installa�on for all aspects of plumbing and
hea�ng systems to suit your requirements.

We also undertake many addi�onal services. With many client
recommenda�ons, our business is built on excellent workmanship
and reliability.

We give you impar�al advice to help you choose the right product
for your home offering quality brands.
Services we provide:
• All Gas work undertaken • Plumbing • Full Refurbishment
• New Bathroom Installa�on • New Kitchen Installa�on
• Flooring  •  Plastering • Carpentry
• Tiling  •Decora�ng
• Underfloor Hea�ng Systems
•  Pa�o/Driveways
• Emergency Callouts

526910

S E RV I N G  Y O U R  B E S T  I N T E R E S T S   
F O R  O V E R  2 0  Y E A R S   

WWW.BARKERSESTATEAGENTS .COM

24HR LOCKSMITH SERVICE
INSURANCE APPROVED
SECURITY SAFES

FREE QUOTES & FREE SECURITY 
SURVEYS OF YOUR PROPERTY

Phil Lyons

07970 073115

100 London Road, Shenley, Radlett, Hertfordshire, WD7 9DX
Tel 01923 853774 Fax 01923 635583 

Gary Thomas
Tel: 07799 708031
Mobile: 01923 729028
Domes�c Hea�ng & Gas Engineer

We are friendly and professional Gas Safe Registered Engineers who
specialise in all domes�c Central Hea�ng and Gas work. We offer
complete design and installa�on for all aspects of plumbing and
hea�ng systems to suit your requirements.

We also undertake many addi�onal services. With many client
recommenda�ons, our business is built on excellent workmanship
and reliability.

We give you impar�al advice to help you choose the right product
for your home offering quality brands.
Services we provide:
• All Gas work undertaken • Plumbing • Full Refurbishment
• New Bathroom Installa�on • New Kitchen Installa�on
• Flooring  •  Plastering • Carpentry
• Tiling  •Decora�ng
• Underfloor Hea�ng Systems
•  Pa�o/Driveways
• Emergency Callouts

526910

PoR osters & more

When it comes to 
Independent Financial Advice ... 

we’re 

Sav P  Tax Planning

f   Advice
 100 London Road, Shenley, Radlett, Hertfordshire, WD7 9DX Tel 01923 853774 Fax 01923 635583 

www.dgsifa.com

 

Yoga Practice with Sharòn 
‘Physical, emotional and spiritual connection and 

support for Life, Love and Well-being’ 

 
Authentic and Restorative Yoga 

To develop flexibility, ease of movement and 
Breath Awareness 

Physical Postures, Meditation and Relaxation 

Gentle, Kind and Strengthening 

To encourage stillness and steadiness within Mind 
and Body 

For further online class & payment 
details please contact me on  

07956 671113 
email info@artsantosha.com 
or see www.artsantosha.com 
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 V I L L A G E    A C T I V I T I E S
Covid 19 is affecting most activities so it is advisable to check before attending.

ART 4 ADULTS  – Village Hall – Contact: Caryn on 07767 784104 or email: caryn@art4adults.co.uk   A friendly locally run art 
class for adults of all abilities using variety of media - pencils, pastels, watercolour, oils and acrylics.  

Mon & Wed evenings 7.30pm – 9.30pm, Tues 10am – 12pm, Thurs 1pm-3pm 

BEAVERS & SCOUTS – Shenley currently does not have Beaver or Scout troops due to lack of leaders.  
Anyone interested in starting a group please contact  Caron Curnow 07799 370767 or email: shenleyscouts@gmail.com

CAKE & BAKE CLUB – Contact Val Fowler – e-mail val_fowler@hotmail.co.uk or www.shenleycakeandbake.com

CARPET BOWLS – Village Hall, London Road.  Contact:  Maureen Ashman  0333 1122 343    Wednesdays 7.30pm to 9.30pm

GAMES AFTERNOON – Methodist Church  - Contact: Nicky Beaton 07976 872668  Third Tuesday of the Month, 2pm to 4.30pm

CRICKET CLUB – Shenley Park Cricket Centre.  Contact:  Geoff Adams 07505 102152 or email: geoffdevans1@virginmedia.com   
Adult and Junior cricket, new members of all abilities welcome

1ST SHENLEY CUBS – Age 8-11 years.  Thursdays 6-7.30pm Well End Scout Activity Centre Centre   Contact:  Caron Curnow 

07799 370767  email: shenleyscouts@gmail.com

FELLOWSHIP HOUR – Methodist Church – Contact: Yvonne Perry 01923 856810

GUIDES & BROWNIES – Enquiries:  Susie Branigan  01923 44002

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – Contact:  Chris Sidney 01923 469385
Allotment Shed, Green Street (open Sundays Feb-Nov, 9.30 to 11am)

IRISH DANCING – Mon, Wed, Fri, 5pm to 7.30pm, Scout HQ, Well End Activity Centre    
Maria Diggins Murphy:  01923 850247    Mobile: 07956 287263

KENPO KARATE – Thursday 6.00 to 8pm, St Anthony of Padua’s RC Church,  22 The Cross Path.

John Brennan:   07766 258866

KNIT & NATTER  Mondays (except Bank Holidays) 10.30am to 12.30pm, Café in the Orchard.  All welcome.

Contact: Susie 07983 907015

RAINBOWS  Fridays 4.30pm to 5.30pm.  For details contact Michelle Levy by email: 1stshenleyrainbows@gmail.com 
Leaders Michelle Levy, Amy Konopinsky and Gemma Adams

SHENLEY CRAFT CLUB – Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday, Shenley Chapel.  
Contact Debra at shenleycraftclub@gmail.com   mobile: 07593 332040

TENNIS  CHAMPS – At Shenley Park Chapel on Mondays 1.45 to 2.30pm Mini & Maxi Champs 2-4s, 4.10 to 4.55pm
Mega Champs 4-6s and Fridays 10 to 10.45am Mini & Maxi Champs 2-4s.    All sessions term times only.
Caroline Sanders: 07930 452711     email: info@tennischamps.co.uk    web: tennischamps.co.uk

UNDER 5s TENT TOTS – Monday 9am to 10.30am, St Martin’s Church Room       Contact:  Daniel McCarthy on 01923 859544

VILLAGE WALKS   Monthly – first Sunday – meet outside the White Horse at 11.15am for an 11.15am start.  
Contact: Josephine Lunt 07946 305124   email: josephinelunt@btinternet.com 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    Monthly – first Thursday 7.30pm Village Hall    
Contacts:  Anna Churnin  Email: annachurnin@me.com  07836 514471 and Susie Hendy 07983 907015

MILLIE’S DAY NURSERY – From 12 months – 5 years.  Open Mondays to Fridays, from 8am to 4pm, 
Term Time provision.  Email  millie-ryan@hotmail.co.uk,  mobile 07939 376022   Facebook page: Millie’s Day Nursery.  

Contact Michelle Ryan Director/Manager. 

YOGA + QIJONG – Monday 7pm-8.30pm, Village Hall.  Contact Gaye Shepherd  mobile 07786 438332

ZUMBA GOLD – LATIN INSPIRED FITNESS CLASS

Monday 10am to 11am at The Chapel, Shenley Park   Contact: Laurel 07932 662646
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The Fete date for 2021 will be Sunday July 4th.
The Fete planning for 2021 has already begun and we have re-booked this year’s attraction 
to appear - Dr. Phantasma’s Amazing Sideshow. We are looking forward very much to 
seeing them.
Next year’s Fete is a long time away but what we have found quite amazing this year is 
the extraordinary generosity of our sponsors who have donated, in some cases more than 
usual, to our Fete donation fund for 2020. And we haven’t even had a Fete!

Our sponsors are:
A.T Bone - Farming & Construction Svcs.

Bob Prince - Shenley Resident.
Eddie McGuire - Shenley Resident. 

David + Lucy Wernick - Wernick Group. 
DGS - Chartered Financial Planners.

Griggs Homes.
Gristwood and Toms - Environmental Svcs.

Road Tech Computer Systems.
Statons Estate Agents.

Wood Hall Stud.

Overall we have raised £5,100 this year.
A very big thank you to all our sponsors!

Several donations are earmarked for particular recipients by donors. 
These recipients are:

The Sir Richard Cox Charity.
Hedgehog protection 

de Havilland Aircraft Museum 

The Fete Committee felt that in the current climate we are all experiencing we should favour 
our young people, particularly those of Shenley.

We are giving to: 

 1st Shenley Cubs.    Shenley Primary School PTA.                                  
 1st Shenley Rainbows.   Hertfordshire Police Cadets.
 Elstree District Explorer Scouts.  Watford Peace Hospice.

The Explorer Scouts and the Hertfordshire Police Cadets help us enormously over the Fete 
weekend.
Since 2008 the Fete has donated £57,329 with our emphasis always being on Shenley 
charities and good causes.

Don’t forget the Fete date for next year: Sunday July 4th. 
Best wishes.

Guy Beaton

Chairman. Shenley Fete Committee.

email: guynicky@aol.com
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After a long hiatus, 
how bizarre has 
2020 been? Shenley 
WI resumed our 
monthly meetings 
via Zoom. It was 
gratifying how many 
members logged 
on and in fact there 
were several guests, 
most of whom intend 
to join.

At the start of the meeting Cathy announced 
that after many years service as President 
she would be resigning her post on 30 
September. Zoe would be also resigning 
as Vice-President and from committee on 
the same date. Margaret and Doreen had 
resigned from committee with immediate 
effect. All four are remaining members of 
the WI and Susanna thanked them for their 
hard work.

Two members of committee have expressed 
an interest in serving as joint Presidents 
and this will enable Shenley WI to continue.

Juliet Archer. Juliet was born and bred 
in North-East England and now lives in 
Hertfordshire. She gives talks all over the 
UK, and in the USA, about the classic 
authors who inspire her work. She is 
a member of the Romantic Novelists’ 
Association and chairs the London and 
South-East chapter. She is also a member 
of the Society of Authors and the Jane 
Austen Society.

Her non-writing career has spanned 
IT, Acquisitions Analysis, Copy Editing, 
Marketing and currently Project 

hand research for her Novels. 

We were entertained with an informative 
talk on the relevance of Jane Austen in 

the 21 Century and Juliet 
read out an extract from 
her latest book The 
Importance of Being 
Emma.

Juliet explained that she 
keeps her characters 
sympathetic to modern 
readers in the following 
fashion:

“It’s rather like . 

from history and proving that their passions 

by unpicking the social context of Austen’s 
characters and then transporting them to 
the 21st century, complete with jobs, mobile 
phones, internet connections and sex lives 

parallels to some of Austen’s most famous 
scenes - such as Louisa Musgrove’s fall on 
the Cobb, and Wentworth’s letter.”

The meeting was followed by a quiz on 
Literature during social time.

It was good to be back!!!!

Throughout lockdown and continuing 
has been another Zoom group Writing 
for Wellness which has given emotional 
support whilst unleashing some latent 
talents for prose, poetry and even 
philosophy.

The October meeting will be on October 1st 
via Zoom and the speaker will be Barbara 
Sherling who will speak on the work of The 
Botanical Gardens, Jerusalem

Hopefully, we will be able to resume our 
monthly meetings in the not too distant 
future and women of all ages are welcome 

Thursday of the month (except August) in 
the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Anna Churnin

annachurnin@me.com

et 
m 
e 
 

hat their passionsJuliet Archer

SHENLEY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
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Nobody could have predicted the pandemic, but it meant that in the early stages of the lockdown 
many allotment holders had the time to work their plots and a great deal of activity took place 
during the good weather in April and May. Unfortunately, but of course understandably, the 

sure for many of us this year there would have been a bumper harvest to exhibit. The crops 
are now coming in and many of us are enjoying the fruits of our labour with a wide range of 
vegetables such as courgettes, corn and salads. I wonder if we are the only ones who look at 
our dinner plates and take huge pleasure in identifying all the produce we have grown?  As we 
start clearing the beds many of us are now digging them over in preparation for getting them 
tidy ready for winter. 

so we would like to thank Simon Gee who arranged a skip in early September which was 
soon so full another had to be ordered. It was a great opportunity to clear wood etc. that it was 
thought worth keeping as “just in case treasures.” Actually we’ve found that a lot of gardeners 
are secret hoarders of bits and pieces that might come in handy.
Some large structures, shed extensions and high fences around plots have been erected this 
year, occasionally obstructing access to paths and we would ask that plot holders consider 

have been asked to take down plastic sheeting and inappropriate fences so we can retain an 
atmosphere of unity in our approach. Thank you to everybody who does make a huge effort 
to keep their plot tidy and in keeping.

for complaint.  Dog owners, please remember we are growing food so it is a horrible thing to 
see dogs off the lead, wandering over plots and going to the toilet over vegetables. Of course 
we understand that especially in the last few months everyone has needed to get out in the 
air, away from the house, and enjoy all the beautiful areas of our village but we do ask that if 
you are walking with your dog through what is basically an extension to our gardens, that you 
keep your dogs on the lead.
Lastly, there have been occasions where it has been very obvious that vegetables have been 
taken without the plot holder’s permission which to be honest, is pretty soul destroying as you 
prepare the beds, sow and water the seedlings and nurture the young vegetables/fruit and 
then they disappear before you can harvest them!  Please, if you want to taste something, 
just ask – most of us are happy to talk about what we are growing and give you a taster if we 
have some to spare.
Security has been improved as the gates and locks have now been repaired so please 
remember your keys. 
October is the time of year when we renew our subscriptions so if any of you are interested in 
taking on a plot please contact the Parish Clerk.

Hope you are all keeping well and staying safe.

All the best, 

Shirley & Steve Bury

Allotments 
– autumn report
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Shenley and District Horticultural Society 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
It has been good, bountiful summer for gardeners and allotment holders this year. 
Despite these difficult times, more of us have had time to get out into and enjoy our 
green spaces, gardens and nature. The society was so disappointed at having to cancel 
our Annual Horticultural Show to be held at the village hall and also to shut our 
equipment shed owing to Government restrictions. Let's hope the 2021 show will be 
back better than ever with some of you new gardeners keen to join the society and 
show flowers, vegetables, cookery and handicrafts.  
 
For all you courgette growers - if you have noticed that your courgettes have a bitter 
taste or are causing mild tummy upsets / nausea, then please check the seed packet for 
Batch code “I” as the seed companies Mr. Fothergills, Marshalls and Unwins are 
recalling these seeds as a precaution. Apparently they found the seeds maybe 
poisonous. If you find a courgette like this then destroy the courgettes and the plant and 
contact the seed company. 
 
Let's all enjoy the Autumn season and hope for some nice sunny days to cheer us along 
as we Stay Safe and head towards Christmas.  
 

Best wishes. 
 

M. Isaac. 
Secretary S.D.H.S. 
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2020 will go down as a very unusual season in the history of Shenley Village Cricket Club. 
For much of the early part of the summer the feeling was that we would be lucky to play 
any cricket at all due to the Covid19 restrictions imposed by the Government and the 

to enable cricket to be played from mid July. This meant half a season was possible 
although a number of match day restrictions were in place to enforce social distancing.

A lot of last minute planning was required but thanks to the hard work of the ground staff 
our pitches were ready for play. The junior league season was unfortunately cancelled but 
Head Coach Kris Nissen put together at short notice a full junior training programme and 
this was supplemented with regular intra club games and friendly matches against local 
opposition.

For the senior players a truncated season meant 9 league games instead of the usual 18 
but with no promotion or relegation this year. The cricket was still competitive and provided 
an opportunity for a number of younger and returning players to enjoy some cricket. All 4 

100% record. This followed on from their successful title winning 2019 season.

With the season now over thoughts start turning to winter practice although current Covid19 
restrictions on indoor training mean that some patience will be required before this can 

been successful and all our members adapted really well to the new restrictions. Playing 
some cricket was vital to keep our players and members engaged with the club. We had 

members and sponsors”.

Anyone interested in joining Shenley Village Cricket Club should contact Geoff Evans on 
mobile no: 07505 102152 or via email to geoffdevans1@virginmedia.com

Best wishes.

Geoff Evans

SHENLEY CRICKET CLUB
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         Shenley Park News

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLE DAY 

Is cancelled this year

However 

Apples and apple juice on sale d

Walled Garden 12-4pm da
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our facebook page @ShenleyPark for latest ne
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Shenley Park is managed by the charity Shenley Park T
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Herts County Council. Visit our website for more infor
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Website      www.shenleypark.co.uk       Email       info@
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                      ACS 
ACTION FOR A 

CLEANER SHENLEY 

      

Sponsored by Shenley Parish Council

 

Action for a Cleaner Shenley is continuing to 
have extremely successful monthly litter picking 
sessions.  We have been very lucky with the 
weather as most sessions have taken place 
when it has been dry and often sunny. It is nice 
to be out walking and at the same time doing 
something useful. As I mentioned in the last 
SVM: Covid 19 has not seen a reduction in the 
amount of litter lying about. Quite the opposite 
but there are slightly fewer discarded masks 
and gloves around though unfortunately there 
seem to be lots more wipes everywhere. In May 
27 bags were collected, in July 35 bags and the 
August session saw 38 bags being collected.
Our last session was on Sunday 6th September 
when a total 37 bags of litter were collected.  Mary 
and Simon Button collected 6 bags working in 
Woodhall Lane, the Spinney & Spinney Path and 
Radlett Lane. More could be collected in Radlett 

work repairing the water leak. Nigel Davies & Jo 
Hall collected 5 bags in New Road, Harris Lane, 

Lane from Arden House up to London Road. Jo 
Headland collected 2 bags in Green Street and 

another bag a few days later. So much rubbish is 
chucked out of passing cars!
I worked in Rectory Lane with my husband 
Guy. Keith McLeod who I usually work with 
was celebrating his birthday so Guy offered to 
help! As usual we found masses of large beer 
bottles (with tops on) in the ditches and many 
small wine bottles, at least 50 if not more.  We 

portable play pen. Matt and Dylan Finn collected 
2 bags down Black Lion Hill. David Cox cleared 
the lower section of Black Lion Hill down to the 
London Colney roundabout and then worked 
on Bell Lane up to the entrance of the Arsenal 
Training Ground collecting 2.5 bags. Mick & Julia 
Hore cleared Mimms Lane collecting 4 bags, 

Gill & Amy Fotheringham sorted out Porters 
Park Drive and Joanna Vinacour and Rosemary 
Mason cleared litter from Andrew Close, Andrew 
Close Green and the slip road up to Wilton 
House Nursing home collecting 3.5 bags.  Finally 
Sharon Madsen, Brian & Olivia Page collected 
3 bags along London Road up to the A.T. Bone 
entrance.   A really brilliant session!

----o0o----

To date this year an incredible 301 bags of 
litter have been collected plus all sorts of other 
discarded items. Where possible bottles and 
cans are recycled. Over 248 hours of litter 
collecting. Truly amazing! In 2019 a total of 
215 bags were collected & 171 hours work.    
Many thanks to all the ACS team (many 
mentioned earlier) and Annie & Peter Keen, 
Kully Kuar, Darren Spevick and Sarah Hilton. 
Your hard work this year is really appreciated 
by the community and is making an enormous 
difference to our much loved village. Thanks also 
to Guy Beaton for helping to take bags and other 
discarded items to the Parish Council’s skip after 
our sessions. On 6th September the roadworks 
meant that we had to go via Borehamwood and 
Radlett to get to the SPC skip which was a pain!!  
Thanks to other ACS members who did the same 
trip. Thanks also to Parish Clerk Amanda Leboff 
for keeping us equipped and supplied with plenty 
of black bags.
As well as the regular monthly sessions 
members often do ad hoc collections. Collecting 
litter becomes a bit of a habit! We encourage 
everyone to join us. Every bit of litter collected 
helps to keep our lovely village clean and tidy.   
If you are interested in joining ACS please email:  
Nickybeaton@aol.com   The more helpers we 
have the easier the task is each month. Our 

of the month between 10am and 12 noon. Due 
to Covid 19 we do not meet as a group but go 
straight to our allocated streets. It will be lovely 
when we can meet up again.   
Keep safe and please pick up litter when you 
can.

Thank you.
ACS Organiser, Nicky Beaton: 

Nickybeaton@aol.com   mob: 07976.872668
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Last year I went out of my comfort zone and 
volunteered to go house building in Ethiopia. I 
wrote about this adventure in the last Shenley 
Village Matters.

This year I wanted to help animals and birds so I 
volunteered to go to Belize and help the rangers 
protect their environment. 

The Maya Empire, centred in the tropical 
lowlands of what is now Guatemala and Belize 

around the sixth century A.D.

After arrival it took a day to get to Punta Gorda 
in southern Belize where I stayed in a private 
home which had a shower, but no hot water. 
You soon wake up in the morning after a cold 
shower!  They had a sign up saying do not waste 
water and please don’t use shower for more than 
5 minutes. I lasted 30 seconds! You deserve a 
medal to last 5 minutes under a cold shower.

land putting up bird boxes for the endangered 
yellow parrot. 

Yellow Parrot 

 

Putting a bird box up a tree

The parrot can repeat words sounding so like a 
human.
30yrs ago there were 70,000 of them in Central 
America. 5yrs ago it was down to 7,000. Now 
it is about 3,500 as young birds are stolen as 
pets or their nesting environments destroyed by 
farming.
Over a couple of days we put up12 bird boxes for 
them to nest in. These had to be carried by hand 
for miles as the ground was like a swamp.

We set off by boat to get to a remote protected 
area and stay at a Rangers station for a couple 
of days. 

Birds nesting in my Tree Box

We put up four more boxes and I pointed to a 
tree that I thought was suitable for one of them 
and I was surprised when the rangers agreed. 
So I now have my own tree with a bird box on it. 
It has formally been given the name ‘Ross’s tree’ 
and I have its co-ordinates so I can revisit it!!

We then did a survey on areas that could be 
burnt so as to give wildlife fresh undergrowth to 
eat. The sites were selected and a report sent 

set light to a previously authorised site as the 
weather conditions were right.

Ross Brice’s Adventures 

Volunteering in Punta Gorda 

in Southern Belize in January
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It was then I saw my scariest animal - a Fer de 
Lance snake, one of the 10 most poisonous 
snakes in the world!!

of wire grass seeds that would be sent off for 
analysis and good viable seeds planted in 
appropriate places.

I spent the weekend going by boat to Guatemala 
for lunch, and on the Sunday I went on a coach 
trip, with me the only passenger, to two waterfalls 
and a Myan site, 2000 yrs old.

Monday started with a visit to the local school as 
I had as a governor, e-mailed Kate Fiddler the 
head of Shenley Primary School to see if she 
wanted to link up with a similar sized school in 
Punta Gorda. Both the local school and Kate 
wanted to so I have put them in touch with each 
other. It should help children improve their written 
English and other appropriate subjects.

I then spent the rest of the day painting 16 boards 
white, which would dry overnight so that I could 
spend Tuesday writing on them.

This told visitors what they could see, and what 
they could and couldn’t do in the protected lands.

On the last three days of my volunteering i spent 
my time in the deep jungle helping to put up the 
16 posters.

In between downpours we helped newly planted 
trees survive along the river bank by chopping 
back the vegetation that was suffocating them.

Lastly we spent a whole day clearing a 2 mile 
footpath through the jungle from the river to the 
coast. Many children from all over the world 
come and visit the site and walk along this 
path, so overhanging branches and vines need 
to be chopped off and fallen dead branches 
etc. cleared from the path. This was a back 
breaking task as while the two rangers chopped 
at overhanging vegetation, I was bent over and 
cleared the path.

I hope you enjoyed reading my adventure, and if 
it interests you, look up the TIDE tours in Belize.

Best wishes.
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COME and enjoy the de Havilland 
Museum’s celebration of the centenary 
of the formation of the de Havilland 
Aircraft Company which became a world 
leader in aviation.

The museum, in the grounds of the 
historic Salisbury Hall at nearby London 
Colney, has inspirational de Havilland 
exhibitions and displays alongside 
nearly a score of classic civil and military 
aircraft all designed by the de Havilland 
Aircraft Company.

At the museum, the story of the 
company founded by Geoffrey (later 
Sir) on September 25th 1920 and its 

told in words and pictures.

“Now that our museum is open to visitors 
once more after the virus shut-down 
we can tell the story of de Havilland 
with increased clarity using our new 
interpretation displays and materials,” 
said museum marketing director Mike 
Nevin.

“At the museum we have much to tell 
and much to show our visitors about 
the company’s aircraft, the work on 
propellers, the jet and rocket engines 
and missiles de Havilland designed and 
built and its achievements, which were 
many and varied.”

The aircraft company owed its origins 
to a young Geoffrey, later to become 
Sir, who designed both an aeroplane 

and engine to power it and then made 

After working for two aircraft companies 
he decided it was time to go it alone, 
and with some 60 of his former work 
colleagues set up his own company, on 

Ironically his company began with 
civilianising and refurbishing the DH.4 
biplane which he had designed during 
the First World War and which proved 
a favourite with Royal Flying Corps 
pilots. It was one of Geoffrey’s DH.4s 

international commercial service from 
Hounslow Heath to Le Bourget, Paris, 
on August 25th 1919.

Geoffrey and his company were to chalk 
up until the day in the 1960s when the 
increasing number of mergers in the 
aviation industry saw the de Havilland 
Aircraft Company become part of the 
organisation now known as British 
Aerospace.

by a woman from England to Australia, 

Moth biplane in 1930. Many other long-
distance endurance records were to 
follow.

The company became a byword for 
superb quality aircraft with its biplane 
DH.82A Tiger Moth, adopted by the RAF 
for pilot training in the 1930s, its DH.98 

TOP AIR MUSEUM CELEBRATES de HAVILLAND CENTENARY
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Mosquito all-wood multi-role aircraft of 

airliner.

Examples of all these aircraft are among 
those on display and under restoration 
at the museum, including the Mosquito 
prototype on display in the place where 
it was designed and built, along with 
the wide range of aviation equipment 
designed by de Havilland, such as 
the Firestreak and Red Top air-to-air 
missiles, a range of propeller and jet 
engines, and even a rocket engine, 

showing that indeed de Havilland did the 
lot, setting a very high target for the rest 
of the aviation industry to reach.

The museum is fully accessible with 
much of the collection under cover, and 
there is free car parking. It has its own 
shop with a range of aviation-related 
kits, magazines, logoed clothing, books 
and other items, plus hot and cold 
refreshments. It is signposted just off 
J22 of the M25, and you can visit for full 
details: www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk 

Peter Jeffery
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 Gift bags

 Blanket number three

Knit and Natter 
J 2020When I last wrote I think we were all hopeful that things would be on a more normal footing than 

they are. However, although we are not yet able to meet up physically, we continue to meet on 
Monday mornings via Zoom and what a blessing this has proved to be. Many of us log on at 10.30 
promptly and an entertaining morning is spent chatting, crafting, and sharing. If anyone would like 
the code for these meetings contact me and we will make you as welcome as we would have done 

in the past, in person,

the two blankets that are, at present, in my hall, shortly. Gail has been 
busy knitting squares and has single handedly completed enough for 
another one (or possibly 2) blankets that I will sew up over the winter.
Our usual projects have continued although some members have lost 
the impetus to craft recently. I have completed 30 gift bags for the 
children in my daughter - in law’s reception class. These will contain 
a small gift for each child before she goes on maternity leave at the 
end of December. The new baby will be a girl and as number one was 
a boy I now have a stash of pink, lemon, 
and lilac to knit up. Suzie is working on a 
crocheted Afghan for her studio and it 

certainly looks cosy. She continues to knit and sew and hopefully all 
her items will be available on Apple Day 2021.

Some of us have knitted orange hats for the hospital and as these are 
always needed I have added the pattern for these at the end of the 
article, in case any reader would like to help with this project.  
Once restrictions are eased and we are able to physically meet up, 
if anyone is having problems with a knitting pattern (or any other 
crafting problem) we are happy to try and help out just pop along any 
Monday morning (except Bank Holidays) between 10.30 and 12.00 to 
the Tea Rooms and join us in crafting and chatting.
We are not restricted to women only and male crafters would be most welcome.

Hats
The hats will be given to babies who are at increased risk hypothermia or hypoglycaemia (low 
temperature or low blood sugar). These babies would normally have to be admitted to the special 
baby unit and be separated from their mums. Instead, they stay with their mums on the postnatal 
ward, with the hats to keep them warm and to indicate to all staff members that they need extra 
observation and feeding support.
The knitting pattern is below...

Use double knitting wool in ORANGE
Using 3.1/4 m.m. (10) needles.

Change to 4m.m. (8) needles and work 12 rows in stocking stitch.
Shape crown.

1st row K1*sl.1, K1, p.s.s.o. knit 5 repeat from * to end.
2nd row and every alternate row, purl.

3rd row K1*sl.1, K1, p.s.s.o. knit 4 repeat from * to end.
5th row K1*sl.1, K1, p.s.s.o. knit 3 repeat from * to end.
7th row K1*sl.1, K1, p.s.s.o. knit 2 repeat from * to end.
9th row K1*sl.1, K1, p.s.s.o. knit 1 repeat from * to end.

11th row K1*sl.1, K1, p.s.s.o. repeat to the end.
Break off wool and thread wool through stitches, draw up tight and fasten off.

Sew hat up, folding rib in half

 Anna Churnin    annachurnin@me.com
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We’re baaaaack!!! If you haven’t seen us, 

around Shenley Park on a Thursday evening

After months of lockdown and virtual Zoom 

light to return to face-to-face activities in July. 

After some serious planning, risk assessments 
and Covid -19 safeguarding, it was a hugely 
emotional and poignant reunion.

Unfortunately our usual base at Well End 
Scout Centre has not managed to reopen 
due to Covid restrictions. However we were 
delighted when the wonderful Liz from the 
Shenley Park Trust gave us permission to 
hold our weekly pack meetings in the Park.

After months off school and any extra 
curricular activities, our youngsters were 
bursting a gut to get together!

with the usual summer break and kept Cub 
meetings going through July and August.

We have had to get a bit inventive at times, as 
some of our favourite games like run outs and 
manhunt are off limits for now as they involve 
contact, and we are doing our best to adhere 
to social distancing. 

So we have had some brilliant fun evenings 
exploring Shenley Park, playing hide and 
seek in the Orchard, getting to know the 
natural habitat with scavenger hunts and 
playing wide games. 

Tonight the Cubs were delighted to be allowed 
to help pick the apples, after weeks of Akela 
telling them not to touch them!

We managed to bring in quite a crop and look 
forward to seeing the fruits of our labour at the 
forthcoming Apple Day.

Fingers crossed it will still go ahead and we 
look forward to seeing you all at our stall.

So far the weather has been simply incredible, 
but with the clocks changing and the nights 
drawing in we are hoping to be able to get 
back in our hut next month. But who knows 
what may happen 
between writing 
this and the time it 
takes for us to go to 
press!

So if you hear a 
ruckus coming 
from the park in 
the dark …don’t 
worry its not 
an illegal rave, 
its just the 1st 
Shenley Pack!

Thursdays 6 – 7.30pm at Well End Scout 
Activity Centre from October.
If your child would like to join Cubs we 
currently have a few spaces available so 
please drop me an email.

 Next term we hope to open a Beaver Groups 
for 6-8 year olds and a Scout Group for 11 -14 
year olds on Thursday evenings at Well End 
Activity Centre.

If you are interested in attending or wish to 
get involved as a leader or a regular parent 
helper please get in touch.

 

1st Shenley Cubs

caron.curnow@1stshenleyscouts.org.uk
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SHENLEY VILLAGE MATTERS
The copy deadline for the Autumn edition of Shenley Village Matters is 

Sunday 10th January 2021
Please send to: village@shenleyvillagematters.co.uk

Photos should be sent separately with titles. They should not be included in text 

note that long articles may have to be reduced. Early submission is helpful.

Centre Page Pullout:  Village Information, Contact details for Shenley Faith 
Communities and Village Activities – The onus is on organisations/clubs/individuals 

to notify Editors if any change is needed to any information listed in these categories.

 Editors: Guy & Nicky Beaton  
 Co-ordinator: Nicky Beaton - 07976 872668

Designed and Printed by Caprin Printers – Tel: 01727 872021

Photo – Nicky Beaton


