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SHENLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Spring 2020 Report

It’s been a long winter but the milder 
weather reminds us that Spring is on its 
way which in my opinion shows Shenley 
at its very best.

I’d like to start by welcoming new 
residents, workers and businesses to 
Shenley.  Of particular note is the new 
Italian restaurant L’Italiana which has 
taken over the old Black Lion Pub from 
Novita. We wish them much success 
with their new venture which appears 
to be going well as it’s not easy to get 
a table!  Their success has brought 
about certain parking issues but we are 
working with them to try and minimise 
the inconvenience caused to adjoining 
residents. It’s great to have such a great 
restaurant on our doorstep so please do 
your best to support them and if going 
please use the opportunity to leave your 
car at home and encourage your visitors 
to park in the Andrew Close Shops 
carpark.

We also welcome Kate Fiddler the new 
Head of Shenley Primary School who 
joined in September last year. It is great 
to see her enthusiasm for her role and 
the desire to work with the community. 
This has been great as, for example, 
she is actively working with parents to 
reduce the inconsiderate parking that has 

joint initiative last year it was great to see 
two children from the school selected to 
switch on the Shenley Christmas lights in 
a light-hearted and fun event in November 
at the Village Hall. Annie Keen has written 
a short article for us in this SVM issue.

We ended last year on a high with a 
great number of events which were well 
supported by the community. Once again 
Remembrance Day was marked with our 
special service around the newly cleaned 
war memorial with prayers readings and 

bugle playing to remember those who 
gave their lives for their country. Thanks 
go to all our local clergy for organising the 
service and the WI for providing tea and 
cakes after in the Village Hall.  

Hallowe’en brought out all of our local 
ghouls, ghosts and witches at The Cage 
for an evening of scary surprises. The 
Cage also hosted once again Santa 
Claus who was passing through on his 
way to collecting presents to be delivered 
on Christmas morning. We are delighted 
that he received such a great welcome 
from the children of Shenley that he has 

back at the end of this year. Thanks 
must go to The Café in the Orchard for 
providing refreshments for both these 
events. St. Martin’s Church Choir once 
again provided beautiful carol singing at 
the Cage to accompany Santa’s visit.

December also saw our annual seniors 
trip to the theatre to see ‘9 to 5’.  This 
was an amazing production thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who went. We are in the 
process of lining up events for this year 
so if you are interested in going on one of 
them then keep a look out for the dates.

New events planning for this year 
include on Sunday 10th May our VE 
Day Community Celebration it will be in 
the form of a short service and tea in the 
Village Hall during the afternoon. Another 
new initiative this year will be an outdoor 
cinema event on Sunday 14th June. We 
will be showing the England v. Croatia 

later in the afternoon and a blockbuster 

dates to your diaries. Also keep your 
diaries free for the Shenley Fete as the 

July.
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Crime and Policing is something 
constantly on our minds at the moment 
and as such we are delighted to welcome 
our new PCSO Suzy Tether. She has 
been really active since starting the 
role and you will see her around the 
Village either on foot, bicycle or car. She 
has many great ideas and is looking 
to engage with residents as much as 
possible. I have been saddened by the 
recent rise in burglaries in the Village and 
would just encourage everyone to be a 
little more vigilant. Particularly vulnerable 
times seem to be between 4 and 7 in the 
afternoon. It’s easy for empty houses to 

there are no lights on. Please can I urge 
everyone to purchase a couple of time 
switches and use them to turn lamps 
on to make your house look occupied 
and reduce the risk of this happening to 
you. In addition - car keys, please keep 
them hidden away from the front door 
and hall area.  Coombe Electrical, our 
own local electrical supplier, opposite 
L’italiana stock a variety of time switches 
so please help yourselves and reduce the 
risk of being a victim. Also why not look 
at establishing a Neighbourhood Watch 
group for your road?  If interested get in 
touch with PCSO Suzy Tether.

Until recently we saw a reduction in anti-

learnt youths had been throwing bricks at 
buses and putting at risk bus passengers 
and drivers and not to mention the damage 
caused to the 602 buses. Unfortunately, 
this lead to the temporary withdrawal of 
the service through Shenley. Through 
working with the Police and UNO buses 
we were able to get the service restored. 
The Police are still actively seeking the 
culprits and in meanwhile providing extra 
patrols so we as a community can feel 
safe.

This unfortunate event has once again 
opened the discussions about Shenley’s 

provision for our youth and we are setting 
up a working group of to see what we 
can do to tackle this issue. If you are 
interested in getting involved then please 
let me know.

Road safety in Shenley is still a priority 
of ours and as such we have made 
applications for two new Speed Indicator 
Devices (SIDs), one down Black Lion Hill 
and one along Bell Lane. We now also 
have three new state of the art CCTV 
cameras located around the Village to 
assist Police.

Sad news; looks like that owing to the 
increase in County Council bureaucracy 
and the poor condition of our lamp posts, 
they will no longer able to accommodate 
our Christmas lights and we will have to 
discontinue them. I would like to set up a 
working group to explore the options so if 
you would like to be involved then please 
let me know.

You will have noticed that our Village 
Sign has been temporarily removed, it 
unfortunately recently blew down in the 
high winds. We are in the process of 
ordering and installing a new post which 
we hope will be in place shortly.

I would like to end by mentioning a 
very special person who has lived her 
whole life in Shenley; Beryl Mackay 
MBE. She reached the great age of 
100 in November and was presented 

position of an Honorary Freeman of The 
Parish of Shenley in respect of the huge 
contribution that she has made over the 
years to the Village. The last time this was 
awarded was in 2012 to Stuart Hunter. 

Looking forward to seeing you around the 
Village.

Regards

William Susman
Chairman – Shenley Parish Council

william.susman@shenleyvillage.org
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Shenley Parish Councillors’ Responsibilities 
and Contact Details 2019/20

COUNCILLOR EMAIL CONTACT  
NUMBER COMMITTEES

William  
Susman

Chairman

william.susman@ 
shenleyvillage.org

07985 859444
 Finance Committee 
 Youth Working Party
 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Nigel Heller

Vice-Chair

Nigel.heller@
shenleyvillage.org

07884 232856
 Planning Working Party
 Police and Crime (inc CSP) Working 
 Party

Justine Ash
justine.ash@

shenleyvillage.org
07957 385486

Future Initiative Working Party
 Media Working Party
 Youth Working Party

Jonathan Bonn
jonathan.bonn@

shenleyvillage.org
07984 720370

Future Initiative Working Party
 Planning Working Party
 Police and Crime (inc CSP) Working 
 Party

Rosemary  
Gilligan

rosemary.gilligan@
shenleyvillage.org

07889 544144

 Allotment Committee
 Finance Committee
 Planning Working Party
 Vice – Chair Neighbourhood Plan 

  Steering Group
 Sir Richard Cox Charity

Annie Keen
annie.keen@

shenleyvillage.org
07535 132638

 Allotment Committee

 Media Working Party
 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
 Shenley Park Trust

Gavin  
O’Sullivan

gavin.osullivan@ 
shenleyvillage.org

07831 839714

 Finance Committee
 Future Initiative Working Party
 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
 Shenley Village Hall Management
 Committee

Anthony  
Spencer

anthony.spencer@
shenleyvillage.org

07973 349083
 Finance Committee
 Police and Crime (inc CSP) Steering 

Group

Natalie Susman
natalie.susman@
shenleyvillage.org

07939 208447

 Allotment Committee
Future Initiative Working Party

 Youth Working Party
 Sir Richard Cox Charity

Amanda Leboff

Clerk to the 
Council

clerk@shenleyvillage.org
The Hub, London Road, 

Shenley, WD7 9BS
01923 855865

Dayaram Nakrani
Webmaster

website@ 
shenleyvillage.org
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From 28th October until 10th 
December Hertsmere Borough 
Council ran the Shenley Plan 
Regulation 16 Consultation and you 
were all invited to give your comments 
via the Hertsmere consultation portal, 
by email or by sending in a special 
comments form. The consultation 
was run by Hertsmere but we 
wanted to make sure that you were 
as informed as possible so we held a 
Public meeting at the Village Hall on 
14th November. Meeting Flyers were 
sent to all households with many A4 
posters put up and 3 large banners. 
We made copies of the Reg.16 
submission Plan available at the 

Surgery, the Orchard Café and 
Shenley Estates with many copies 
of the Concise Version of the Plan 
available. Both copies were also 
available to look at and download on 
the Village website.   

At the meeting on 14th November         
the Steering Group gave a 
presentation to inform those present 
about the Plan and took questions. 
We wanted to generate as much 
feedback as possible and we are 
pleased to say that there was a good 
response – 76 responses. Radlett 
had 40 to their second Reg. 16 
consultation so we are very pleased 
that so many people took the time 
to give their feedback. Thank you 
very much everyone. Why don’t 
you take a look at what residents 
and the different bodies, including 
Hertsmere and Hertfordshire County 
Council wrote?   Hertsmere-consult.
objective.co.uk/portal/pp/snp_reg16 

It is important to point out that a few 
residents still have the wrong idea 
that the Shenley Plan and Shenley 
Parish Council can allocate sites 
and also that the Shenley Plan and 

“Planning our future together”

SHENLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
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Shenley Parish Council can remove 
land from Green Belt…this is simply 
not true. We stressed this at the 
Public meeting on 14th November.  
In November / December 2018 
we encouraged residents to give 
Hertsmere their views about all the 
sites being put forward for possible 
development as part of their New 
Local Plan consultation because 
it is Hertsmere that will make the 
decision.  We wanted Hertsmere to 
know what you think. It is them who 
will decide what land is taken out of 
the Green belt to facilitate the 12,800 
plus homes they say they have to 
build across the Borough. There will 
be further consultation this year and 
people should give their feedback.

In Hertsmere’s response to the 
Regulation 16 Consultation Adrien 
Waite, Head of Planning & Economic 
Development’s covering letter says 

‘Implications for new strategic 
housing development’

One of the basic conditions of the 
Shenley Neighbourhood Plan is that 
it has to be consistent with national 
policy. The NPPF (National Policy 
Planning Framework) establishes 
a new Housing Delivery Test for 
councils that is likely to require 

housing in the borough than the 
current target of 266 homes a year. 
The new Hertsmere Local Plan will 
have to address this as explained in 
our current engagement on potential 

housing and employment sites. In 
this context it is highly likely that 
we will have to consider the need 
for more development in Shenley 
beyond the boundary of the existing 
built up area of the village.

A number of sites that have been 
submitted for potential future 
development through the review of 
our new Local Plan fall within the 
designated Neighbourhood area 
which covers the entire Parish down 
to the urban edge of Borehamwood. 

implications the SNP could have, 
particularly in terms of the densities 
that could arise from ‘having ‘regard’ 
to the stated Shenley design 
principles and code which would 
be incompatible with sustainable 
development principles’.

I am sure you can understand the 
implications of the above paragraphs. 
Hertsmere thinks that our Plan will 
restrict the development density 
of any site given the go ahead in 
Shenley! They are right, we do not 
want dense ‘urban’ developments in 
Shenley Parish.  The Examiner will 
now decide what happens to our 
Plan and what changes have to be 
made. We hope we don’t have to 
make too many changes.
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EXAMINATION
As soon as the Regulation 
Consultation closed we asked 
Hertsmere to start the process to 
organise an Independent Examiner 
to examine the Shenley Plan. At the 
time of writing we are waiting to hear 
who is available.

In the meantime we are assessing 
all the comments made and will 
send the appointed examiner a letter 
giving our responses to comments 
made by Hertsmere.    It may be 
that the Examiner decides that we 
should have an Examiner lead Public 
Meeting as part of the examination 
process like Radlett did. If we do, 
you can attend to hear what the 
Examiner has to say and to hear his 
questions and the answers given.  In 
the meeting people can only speak if 
questioned by the Examiner.    

The Examiner will ultimately prepare 

is ready there will be a Referendum.

Final stage -  REFERENDUM.
The Referendum will be organised by 
Hertsmere and all residents 18 years 
old and older will be able to vote. If 
the majority vote ‘Yes’ then the Plan 
is approved and it becomes part of 
Hertsmere Planning law. Numbers 
do not have to be high but of course 
we want as many people as possible 
to vote. We anticipate voting will take 
place in the Spring/early Summer 
this year.   

Update on Hertsmere Borough 
Council’s Local Plan
As you know Hertsmere’s ‘Planning 
for Growth – Potential for Housing 
and Employment Consultation in 
2018 resulted in many potential 
sites in the Borough being put 
forward for consideration.  An extra 
20 were submitted last year, 2 of 
which were Shenley sites.    Shenley 
Parish Council and the Shenley 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
continue to be very concerned about 
Hertsmere’s developing Local Plan. 
We still feel that Shenley will be 

homes and we are worried Hertsmere 
will agree to help neighbouring 

Watford by having us taking some of 
their numbers. We are making every 
effort to protect Shenley from over-
development. The AECOM report 
told us we need 220 homes to meet 
our needs and we want our number 
to be that or less. Unfortunately the 
reality is that we are likely to have to 
have more than 220 homes. We all 

and that it won’t be too long before 
we know what the numbers for 
Shenley Parish are to be – It will be 
Hertsmere’s decision not ours.

Nicky Beaton 
Chair.
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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Parking Issues: Whilst we are 
delighted with the successful opening 
of L’Italiana Restaurant in Shenley, we 
are working hard to resolve the poor 
parking practices in London Road 
and in Rectory Lane. Customers have 
been parking over the bus stop and on 

and inconveniencing residents. I am 
working on a range of options to deal 
with the Parking and I have visited the 
Restaurant and requested that signs 
be put up to ask customers to park 
considerately. Customers can also be 
directed to park in Tesco’s Car Park. 
I have also had a discussion with the 
Landlords to explore other options 
together with the Parish Council.

CCTV: As a Member of Hertsmere’s 
CCTV Panel I am interested in its wider 
use and in expanding it within other 
settlements in the Borough. Whilst 
overall crime has. reduced in Shenley 
a major concern is the increase in 
Burglaries, recent street offences, 
and Fly Tipping incidents. There are 
many different cameras on the market 
which now give much clearer images 

easier. We are determined to eradicate 
crime in Shenley and will ask the 
Police to prosecute offenders where 
appropriate. Please dial 101 if you see 

anything suspicious.

Planning Committee: I am Vice 
- Chair of the Planning Committee 
and I have had a very busy 2019. 
I expect 2020 to be busier with the 
development of a new Hertsmere 
Local Plan where there will be housing 
development. No decisions have been 
made at this stage as the Department 
is still considering which sites will be 
appropriate for development. However 
the Government has made it clear in 
the Queen’s Speech that there will be 
1 million more homes built during this 
Parliament. Shenley will have some of 
these homes. The challenge is to build 
a balance of homes which match the 
aspirations of the Community together 

Financial Monitoring: I am one 

the Council and I am involved in all 
spending and taxation decisions. 
Here the challenge is to balance the 
Budget, where we have an excellent 

Hertsmere in common with other 
Councils no longer receives a rate 

without external borrowing, mainly 
through property management and 
development. 

Borough Councillor Anthony Spencer’s Report.

Hertsmere
Borough
Council
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The winter has been quite a busy 
time for both Anthony and myself as 
we work both with the Parish Council 

Shenley.

We have attended both borough and 
parish events, with the local events 
in the cage being especially fun. We 
were delighted to welcome the Mayor 
of Hertsmere, Rabbi Alan Plancey to 
both our Halloween and Christmas 
events and he was so impressed with 
the community spirit in Shenley.

As part of my role in the Shenley Ward I 
work very closely with Arsenal Football 
Club who are very community minded, 
and I was fortunate to attend an 
Interfaith event at the training ground 
where both Clore Shalom and Shenley 
Primary School were represented 
by budding young footballers. After 
a knockabout they learnt of different 
faiths from senior school children from 
the Highbury area. In the future as well 
as many educational programs, we will 
be working together on tree planting 
and other community activities.

Shenley itself still has many challenges 
regarding speeding, rubbish and 
parking.  All of these issues are being 
looked at together with the Parish 

Council and our local PCSO and we 
are working continuously to secure 
more solutions to resolve these 
ongoing matters.

The Little Library still proves to be a 
popular asset to Shenley and it has 
been wonderful to see this in good 
use.  As an aside, we have been able, 
thanks to the generosity of the local 
community to donate a huge amount 
of books to a local charity working with 

help them get employment. Any other 
books to be donated can be dropped 
into Shenley Estates.

Finally, we are exploring in Shenley 
the possibility of setting up a ‘Dog 
Watch’ – this is the Neighbourhood 
Watch equivalent for the many dog 
walkers in Shenley. There is nothing 
involved other than keeping ears and 
eyes peeled and reporting anything 
that does not seem right.  There has 
been a very positive initial response to 
this, so we hope to roll out this scheme 
with the Parish Council and the PCSO. 
If you are interested please email me 
on 

Cllr.natalie.susman@hertsmere.gov.
uk.

Hertsmere
Borough
Council

Borough Councillor Natalie Susman’s Report.
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                       ACS 
ACTION FOR A CLEANER SHENLEY 

ACS started 2020 on Sunday 5th January 

sion. Nigel Davies & Jo Hall, Jo Headland, 
Julia & Mick Hore, Annie Keen, Kulwant 
Kaur, Gill Fotheringham and her daughter 
Amy and myself – 10 people in all which 
was brilliant and very effective.

We split up into four groups.  Jo Hall, Nigel 
& Jo Headland worked on Green Street col-
lecting 7 bags, Kully, Gill and Amy did Black 

Julia and Mick worked on New Road, New-
come Road, Harris Land and part of Rec-
tory Lane collecting 4 bags and Annie and 
I did Black Lion Hill and Shenleybury down 

bags – 25 black sacks in total. An amazing 
amount. Within a day Green Street had lots 
more rubbish again so Jo Headland did an 

bag.   So over the space of two days 26 
bags of rubbish were collected!

ACS sessions over the last two years have 
collected a staggering amount of litter. In 
2018 the team completed 112 hours in to-
tal collecting 140 ½ black sacks of rubbish. 
Last year the team (including Rosemary 
Mason and Sara Hilton who do weekday 
sessions and Keith McCleod who usually 
is able to join the Sunday sessions) carried 
out a total of 171 hours of work collecting 
214 ½  black sacks of litter from Shenley 
streets, woods and ditches not to mention 

all sorts of other rubbish like broken bol-
lards, wheel trims, bits of metal and car 
parts, bits of old bikes and much more. At 
least 30 bags of litter were recycled. We al-
ways try to recycle as much as we can!   In 
between sessions we all clock which roads 
have the worst litter to make them the focus 
of the next session. These days we usually 
have enough volunteers to work on differ-
ent parts of the village. 

The ACS team are so dedicated they 
often do ad-hoc sessions at other times 
if they can’t attend the monthly session!!  
Collecting litter becomes a bit of an 
obsession so most of us collect litter in 
between sessions which means that the 
amount of litter collected is considerably 

for Shenley! I know that seeing us working 
is encouraging others to pick up too so it 
really is a win -win situation.    

We are always told that litter is dangerous 
to wild life and I found proof of this on 5th 
Jan when I picked up a lager bottle which 
when emptied revealed a poor little dead 

bottle and got trapped inside. So sad.

Our next ACS will be on Sunday 2nd 
February plus I will try to organise a 
weekday session in mid-February.

ACS Organiser Nicky Beaton:
Nickybeaton@aol.com

Annie, Gill, Amy, Julia, 
Mick, Jo Headland, 
Jo Hall, Kully & Nigel 
Happy team ready to 
start work

Sponsored by Shenley Parish Council
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The community Payback Team continues to help keep Shenley spick and span. 

          Newcome alleyway ’before’                            Newcome alleyway ‘after’
Cutting back vegetation in Newcome alleyway at the request of a local resident, 
clearing the paving stones of weeds at the war memorial, cutting back overgrowth by 
the side of The Hub, clearing weeds from around railings outside Shenley Primary 
school and many more helpful jobs around the village to make sure Shenley always 
looks it’s best..

          By the Hub ‘before’                                          By the Hub ‘after’
Many thanks to Supervisor Chris and his brilliant team for their continued support and 
to Alex from the Cafe in the Orchard for providing the team with refreshments every 
week.                                           Cllr. Annie Keen

COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM
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SAFER
NEIGHBOURHOODS

Reducing crime, catching criminals and keeping people safe

The Parish council is delighted to welcome Suzy Tether, the new local PCSO, who works 
for Sgt. Buckley in the Community Police division for Hertsmere and predominantly covers 
Shenley. Suzy brings a wealth of Policing experience with her and served in London with 
the Met. Having already attended January’s Parish Council meeting it is clear that Suzy is 
getting involved in local matters quickly and working with us on several initiatives, including 
a future crime prevention seminar and a Dog Walkers watch (similar to neighbourhood 
watch). 
The year on year data is from the 23rd May. Eighteen months ago the Community Police 
changed their systems so that they can compare year on year change. Whilst the Headline 

closer relationship between the Shenley Parish Councillors and the Community Police 
service is having a positive effect.

the Shenley ward since the 23rd May 2018 there were 20 burglaries. This is obviously 
an area of concern to all us and this area of crime is being proactively targeted by the 
Community Police. Future Crime Prevention seminars will help residents to implement 
simple, but effective, changes to security that we would hope reduces the overall number 
of burglaries in the Parish. There were 11 drug possession related offences recorded for 
the Shenley ward during the same period.
The Police have asked that Shenley residents should continue to report suspicious 
behaviour and offences. Based upon reporting they will be able target their resources 
more effectively. There has been a recent spate of anti - social behaviour (ASB) aimed at 
the bus service that operates thorough Shenley, including Porters Park Drive. To that end 
the Police have increased the number of patrols, in cars and by foot, to ensure this activity 
is eradicated. We are delighted to see the resumption of the service through Shenley.

Once again, we are trying to keep Shenley a clean and safe place for our residents to 
enjoy. Please ensure that you report anything that you feel is suspicious, no matter how 
small. The Police use this intelligence which can lead to arrests and reduction of crime 
in our village. The Parish council has purchased, and installed, three new Stealth CCTV 
night vision cameras, that can, and are moved around the Parish. Recordings can be used 
by the Police to support them in the pursuit of crimes reported.

For Non Emergency reporting please call 101 and get a crime number. 
The crime number is passed to the Police for action. 

For Emergency reporting please call 999.

Best Regards.

Nigel Heller. Shenley Parish Council
nigel.heller@shenleyvillage.org

07884 232856
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Sunday 5th July from 12.00pm

 Dr. Phantasma’s 
Amazing Sideshow!

Step Right Up!
Imagine the impact of seeing a wonderfully colourful and dynamic 
show. See the Pain-proof Man! See the Fire King blowing huge plumes 

Marvel at Miss Elastina twisting and contorting her body! Gasp as 
Romana ascends the razor-sharp Ladder of Swords! Amazing acts 
and attractions in one show, for all ages, presented by a very unusual 
collection of strange performers!

All our usual attractions will be at the Fete as well, including Bungee 

the Tea Cup roundabout, Hamster rollers, Wipe out and the Maze. We 
will also have Borehamwood 2000’s ‘Beat the Goalie’ Electric Go - Karts 

Orchestra will also be performing. The numerous stalls include those run 

from the Orchard Tea Rooms and the food tent with sensibly priced food 
managed by Justin Posner, a Fete Committee member and the always 
popular WI tea tent.

It will be a really fun afternoon and the price stays at £1 for adults and 
50p for children.

The Sword Ladder                        The Fire King                        Dangerous Steve
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Are you interested in having a stall at Shenley’s 
popular village Fete on Sunday 5th July?

Shenley Fete is held in Harris Lane Playing Field starting at 12 noon and lasting until 
4.45pm. Attendance is always extremely good with visitors coming from outlying towns 
and villages. We have a good reputation for being friendly, traditional and not overly 
commercial. All our income after expenses is donated to local clubs and good causes – 
we were able to donate £6,500 in 2019, up from £6,000 in 2018.
Pitches cost £30 for general stalls and £15 for Charity stalls (you need to be a registered 
Charity).
Pitches are 15ft x 15ft or 4.57m x 4.57m – No tables, gazebos or electricity are provided.

                                         

      Happy Stall Holders

If tables are needed - hire tables can be ordered at a cost of £9 per table.
Businesses need to contact me as commercial rates are different.

nickybeaton@
aol.com
in advance as we try to ensure a good variety of stalls and do not take multiple bookings 

of similar types of stalls ie. cake, jewellery or 
tombola stalls.

RAFFLE & TOMBOLA PRIZES NEEDED

01923 857095
Tombola prizes – The Tombola raises money 
for Shenley Primary School and the stall needs 
lots of prizes. If you have any unwanted gifts 
in good condition or unwanted unused items, 

books, toys, spirits, wine, toiletries etc please contact Angela Manix-Mooring on mobile. 
07923 995535. Alternatively items can be dropped off at 90 London Road. If Guy and 
Nicky are out please leave things under the Car port but let us know that you have left 
something – email guynicky@aol.com
Many thanks to Lorraine Staton who has already given us a considerable number of 
tombola prizes.

We look forward to seeing you on the 5th July!

Best wishes.
Guy Beaton. Chairman. 
Shenley Fete Committee

guynicky@aol.com
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SCAG
Weds. 11th December - ‘Nine to Five’ - Savoy Theatre.

Shenley Parish Council sponsored a fun visit to the theatre in London. There were sev-

and the second by William and Natalie Susman and Nigel Heller.

The Nine to Five performance starred Bonnie Langford and David Hasselhoff.
The comedy musical follows the antics of three professional women, Doralee, Violet and 
Judy who are stuck in boring routine jobs. They get fed up with the behaviour of their 
misogynistic boss Franklin. No prizes for guessing who that was!
They decide to turn the tables on him with hilarious results. The story line is especially 
relevant today - calling for recognition in the workplace and challenging the status quo - 
all with a smile on your face.

We had pastries and drinks 
on the way into London 
and highly desirable (!) 
prizes for a plate number 

On the way home the 
coach went via the Strand, 
Trafalgar Square, Regent 
and Oxford Street to see 
the very impressive 
Christmas lights. 

Lambrusco was served along with Kit Kats to alleviate evident sever hunger pangs.

A great afternoon out!
A big thank you to the Amanda Leboff our Council Clerk for organising the outing and to 
the Shenley Parish Council for subsidising it.
By the way - we are looking for a better acronym for the Shenley Communities Activity 

Best wishes, Guy Beaton.

Margret and Helmut Gartner.
Title Plate number winners 
Colin and Christine Sidney
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What an amazing 
turnout we had for 
Shenley’s popular 
Hallowe’en event. 
Lady skeleton Tracey 
Brice and witch Nicky 
Beaton together with 
lady ghost Amanda 
Leboff and scary skeleton William 
Susman entertained the children to 
a delicious snack of pink (liquorice) 
worms, sweet eyeballs and choco-
lates galore. Ross Brice and Anthony 
Spencer handed out hot blood (toma-
to) soup along with toffee apples. Big 

thanks as always to 
Alex Black from The 
Orchard Tea Rooms 
for kindly providing 
the soup which was 
enjoyed by all.

We were very 
pleased this year to 
welcome the Mayor 
of Hertsmere Alan 

Plancey who seemed to enjoy the 
event as much as the children! The 
children all looked so good in their 
Hallowe’en costumes and all man-
aged to give scary smiles as request-
ed to photographer Peter Keen. The 

to identify who was who and deciding 

There were six win-
ners. Nori (a bride), 
Isabelle (a witch), 
Clara (a spider), Adina 
(a hungry Caterpillar), 

Darcy (a Harlequin).

As always big thanks 
to Amanda Leboff for 
organising the event... 
The amount of hard 
work and preparation 
she puts in to every-
thing she does makes 
the end result look so 
easy and streamlined 
- so much is done be-
forehand to achieve 

that result! Huge thanks also go to 
Natalie Susman and Gavin O’Sullivan 
and everyone else 
who helped on the 
night especially 
Faye and Bob 
Gough for organ-
ising the lighting 
which made the 
whole pond area 
look magical.

Just off for a dinner 
of worms and eyeballs!

Annie Keen

. . . . .at the Cage - Sunday 31st October

Harlequin

Please do come in and relax.

On a dark and stormy night 
.. just the friend you need!

Scary or what!

SHENLEY PARISH COUNCIL
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On Sunday 10 November 2019, the 
Community of Shenley stood together to 
Remember and honour those who have 

country. This moment fell exactly 100 

was held to remember the moment when 
WWI ended, on the 11th hour, of the 11th 
month of 1918, at the signing of the Ar-
mistice (the tradition of a two-minute si-
lence to remember the dead began the 
following year at George V’s decree).

For the seventh year in a row, the sun 
shone in Shenley on Remembrance 
Sunday and the rain stayed away – a 
lovely surprise given the torrential down-
pours that we had all been experiencing 
in the week, indeed even the day before, 
leading up to the Shenley Remembrance 
Service.

Shenley faith representatives Reverend 
Daniel McCarthy, Rabbi Alan Garber 
and John Hayes had clearly worked very 
hard to make the Shenley Service of 
Remembrance an inclusive event for all 
ages of our community, of any religious 
persuasion. 

So too had the Shenley Women’s Insti-
tute and our own Parish Clerk, Amanda 
Leboff, ensuring that there was a real 
communal feel to the event after the 
Service, providing ample refreshments. 

Indeed, one member of the Shenley WI 
was heard to remark that the attendance 
on 10 November 2019 was the largest 
the Village had seen in recent times –
the proof being that the WI actually ran 
out of tea cups! Wonderful statements 
of meaning were read by Shenley’s faith 
leaders but what was so lovely was that 
the young people of Shenley were also 
given the power of speech Beautiful 
prayers were said by two of Shenley’s 

-
lie Ash (I should declare a proud parent 
alert at this point in the article). It is so 
important for our young to understand 
the importance of Remembering, not 

the world has since seen. 

It was truly wonderful to see so many 
of our residents of Shenley, young and 
old come to pay their respects at the Re-
membrance Service and do what is most 
important – to Remember.  

There was a beautiful 
art installation of ap-
proximately 250 pop-
pies, which had been 
knitted, crotched and 
felted with love, by 
our local Shenley resi-
dents from both the 
‘Knit and Natter’ and 

Shenley Remembers
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the Shenley 
Women’s In-
stitute groups 
- with one 
member even 
knitting 39 
poppies on 
her own. 

-
py was knit-
ted in August, 
and there are a variety of patterns and 
“reds” with each poppy representing a 
soldier. The poppies were attached to 
the Garden Area around the Pond with 

One member of the group, Portia Nich-
olas-Jago, donated one of her paintings 
on canvas, raising over £50 for the Pop-
py Appeal. The Parish Council had also 
overseen the annual cleaning of Shen-
ley’s War Monument   that the names 
inscribed in stone remain forever visible 
for all those who come to honour their 
memory.

Caron Curnow, Akela - 1st Shenley 
-

brance Sunday is the most important 
date in the scouting calendar. The Scout 
movement has a long and honour-
able history of service during war time. 
1st Shenley cubs has always been im-
mensely proud of the role they play in 
our Remembrance Day commemora-
tions. All of our cubs feel honoured to be 
able to pay their respects to those who 
went before them, and continue to follow 
the values upheld in scouting by looking 
out for others in their local community. 
You could see pride shining in the faces 
of the senior cubs who were chosen to 

-
sion and lay the wreath at the Shenley 
War Memorial. (See the Cubs article in 
this SVM.)

The photos 
taken by 
S h e n l e y 
r e s i d e n t 
photographer 
S i m o n 
J a c o b s , 
really do 
capture this 
very special 
c o m m u n i t y 

event and help to highlight what a 
truly special place our Village is. 
The comments that members of the 
community posted on the “My Shenley” 
social media page following the service 

; “so lovely to see everyone come 
together”;  “a special moment capturing 
the essence of our wonderful Shenley 
community” to highlight a few, and all 
harness the positive aspects that social 
media can have on our community.

The importance of teaching our young to 
remember is no easy task and we must 
all strive to continue to explain to the 
next generation why it is so important 
that we do not forget. I truly believe our 

tribute for Shenley’s current veterans as 
well as Shenley’s long-since dead, but 
not forgotten. I am sure that those who 
are no longer with us would be proud 
to be associated with such a Village 
community and proud that their memory 
lives on.  

Whilst the Shenley Remembrance Ser-
-

main truly grateful that for us to enjoy our 
special Shenley Village today, there re-
main many who gave up their tomorrow.

Picture credits: Simon Jacobs, Portia 
Nicholas-Jago and Justine Ash

Best Wishes.

Cllr. Justine Ash.
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Shenley Christmas Lights Switch on.
Tuesday 12th November 6.00pm

We had a great turn out for our annual Christmas Lights switch 
on even though the weather was rather chilly. This year was 
made even more special as Ella and Henry, 2 pupils from 
Shenley Primary School switched on the lights after a count-
down by all those who attended. 

After Shenley and the lovely tree was illuminated everyone 
gathered in the village hall for mince pies 
and lots of treats to eat and drink. Big 
thanks as always go to Amanda for organ-
ising the event and Jane for her help on 
the night. Many thanks also go to photog-
rapher Simon Jacobs and to Gristwood & 
Toms for donating the lovely tree for the 
third year running.

Best wishes, Cllr. Annie Keen

The annual candle lighting at the 
Cage, celebrating the Jewish festival 
of Hanukkah, was held on the last 
Saturday night in December.

Rabbi Garber

Hanukkah commemorates the 
rededication of the 2nd Temple by 
the Maccabees after it’s desecration 

by the Syrians 
in 165 BCE. It 
is marked by 
the successive 
kindling of 8 
lights over the 
8 nights of 
Hanukkah in a 
Hanukkiah (8 
branched . 
candelabra).  
The joyous event was well attended 
and everyone enjoyed donuts galore      
(traditionally oily foods are eaten on 
Hanukkah). The children were given 
chocolate money and spinning tops 
(dreidels) and all joined in with the 
singing of Hanukkah songs led by 
Rabbi Garber after he had lit the giant 
Hanukkiah.
                       Cllr. Annie Keen

Shenley Hanukkah lighting at the Cage
Saturday 28th Dec

Henry and Ella pushing the button

The Menorah
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Christmas at the Cage
Organised by Shenley Parish Council!

St. Martin’s Singing Group.

Hertmere Mayor Alan Plancey

Santa. Steve Bury and friends.

It might have been cold outside last 
night but it didn’t stop a really good 
turn out at the Cage to hear Christmas 
carols beautifully sung by St. Martin’s 
singing group. 

     
 

With mulled wine to drink and mince 
pies and lots of chocolates to eat the 
cold was soon forgotten.

The children enjoyed meeting Father 
Christmas (Steve Bury) and also the 
Mayor of Hertsmere Alan Plancey. 

Big thanks as always to Amanda for 
organising the event and to Alex from 
the Tea Rooms for kindly supplying 
the delicious mulled wine.

Cllr. Annie Keen

William Susman and Rudolph
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Centre Page Pullout
V I L L A G E    I N F O R M A T I O N

DOCTORS - Gateways Surgery, Andrew Close, Shenley  -  01923 857146   

All Shenley patients please telephone, or visit www.theredhousegroup.com to make an appointment to see a Doctor or 

Nurse.      Surgery times are Monday – Friday 8.30 – 18.00

DENTISTS - The Gingerbread House   Dr A Kariel and Dr H Grahame   01923 852852

PARISH COUNCIL - Parish Clerk:  Amanda Leboff  e-mail - clerk@shenleyvillage.org 

Address:  `The Hub’, London Road, Shenley WD7 9BS   Telephone no:  01923 855865   Mobile no: 07821 884155   

The Parish Council meets the first Tuesday in each month, except August, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  

All welcome to attend.

HERTFORDSHIRE HIGHWAYS - General: 0300 123 4040   Emergency : 0300 123 4047

INFORMATION ON HERTSMERE’S LIST OF SERVICES. Anything you need to know - from Road pothole complaints to 

Recycling advice. Very comprehensive. - https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/List-of-Services.aspx

SHENLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL  -  Head Teacher Kate Fiddler.   01923 855864

CLORE SHALOM SCHOOL  - Karen Cohen    01923 855631

VILLAGE HALL HIRE  -  Jane Griffin   01923 857438

COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME  -  Gail Remfry   020 8207 5055

COMMUNITY SHOPPER SCHEME  -  (Line open Mon, Wed and Fri 9.30-12.30)   020 8207 511

SHENLEY PARK TRUST -  Glyn Dredge  01923 852629   (www.shenleypark.co.uk) 

CHILDREN’S CENTRE  Free services for 5’s & under  - Hannah and Helen  01923 858056

SHENLEY FETE  -  Guy Beaton, Chairman   01923 852841

SHENLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH WARD CO-ORDINATOR - Julie Lloyd 01923 333226

POLICE  -  Non-emergency number for Herts Police 101  Ask for PCSO Suzy Tether   

or Sgt. Noel Buckley. Voicemails:  01707 354192

CONTACT DETAILS FOR SHENLEY FAITH COMMUNITIES

ST MARTIN’S (Church of England)   Web site:  http//www.stmartinsshenley.org

Parish Priest - Revd Daniel McCarthy, The Vicarage, 63 London Road, Tel no:  01923 859544

Email: danielmccarthy7x77@yahoo.com

Lay Minister -  John Hayes, 128 Organhall Road, Borehamwood, Tel no: 0208 386 7334

Church Wardens - John Diaz  mobile no: 07947 358662  & Matthew Rheinberg, 7 Madresfield Crt  

Tel no. 01923 839644

SHENLEY METHODIST CHURCH
Minister -  Revd Andrew Prout, 16 Gainsborough Avenue, St Albans AL1 4NL 

Email:  Andrew.prout@methodist.org.uk  or shenleymethodistchurch@gmail.com   

Tel no.  01707 851834   

Contact - Fred Perry, 10 Harris Lane, Tel no:  01923 856810

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (Roman Catholic)

Parish Priest - Father Kevin Moule, 22 The Crosspath, Radlett WD7 8HN   Tel no.  01923 635541

Deacon - Rev. Dcn Anthony Curran   Email: revdeacon@mail.com

Parish Office  -  Email:   radlett@rcdow.org.uk   Tel no.  01923 635541

SHENLEY UNITED SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi - Rabbi Alan Garber  Email: rabbigarber@shenleyunited.org

Administrator -  Debbi Jackson   Email:   office@shenleysynagogue.co.uk 
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Gary Thomas
Tel: 07799 708031
Mobile: 01923 729028
Domes�c Hea�ng & Gas Engineer

We are friendly and professional Gas Safe Registered Engineers who
specialise in all domes�c Central Hea�ng and Gas work. We offer
complete design and installa�on for all aspects of plumbing and
hea�ng systems to suit your requirements.

We also undertake many addi�onal services. With many client
recommenda�ons, our business is built on excellent workmanship
and reliability.

We give you impar�al advice to help you choose the right product
for your home offering quality brands.
Services we provide:
• All Gas work undertaken • Plumbing • Full Refurbishment
• New Bathroom Installa�on • New Kitchen Installa�on
• Flooring  •  Plastering • Carpentry
• Tiling  •Decora�ng
• Underfloor Hea�ng Systems
•  Pa�o/Driveways
• Emergency Callouts

526910

S E RV I N G  Y O U R  B E S T  I N T E R E S T S   
F O R  O V E R  2 0  Y E A R S   

WWW.BARKERSESTATEAGENTS .COM

24HR LOCKSMITH SERVICE
INSURANCE APPROVED
SECURITY SAFES

FREE QUOTES & FREE SECURITY 
SURVEYS OF YOUR PROPERTY

Phil Lyons

07970 073115

100 London Road, Shenley, Radlett, Hertfordshire, WD7 9DX
Tel 01923 853774 Fax 01923 635583 

Gary Thomas
Tel: 07799 708031
Mobile: 01923 729028
Domes�c Hea�ng & Gas Engineer

We are friendly and professional Gas Safe Registered Engineers who
specialise in all domes�c Central Hea�ng and Gas work. We offer
complete design and installa�on for all aspects of plumbing and
hea�ng systems to suit your requirements.

We also undertake many addi�onal services. With many client
recommenda�ons, our business is built on excellent workmanship
and reliability.

We give you impar�al advice to help you choose the right product
for your home offering quality brands.
Services we provide:
• All Gas work undertaken • Plumbing • Full Refurbishment
• New Bathroom Installa�on • New Kitchen Installa�on
• Flooring  •  Plastering • Carpentry
• Tiling  •Decora�ng
• Underfloor Hea�ng Systems
•  Pa�o/Driveways
• Emergency Callouts

526910

PoR osters & more

When it comes to 
Independent Financial Advice ... 

we’re 

Sav P  Tax Planning

f   Advice
 100 London Road, Shenley, Radlett, Hertfordshire, WD7 9DX Tel 01923 853774 Fax 01923 635583 

www.dgsifa.com
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 V I L L A G E    A C T I V I T I E S
ART 4 ADULTS  – Village Hall – Contact: Caryn on 07767 784104 or email: caryn@art4adults.co.uk   A friendly locally run art 
class for adults of all abilities using variety of media - pencils, pastels, watercolour, oils and acrylics.  

Mon & Wed evenings 7.30pm – 9.30pm, Tues 10am – 12pm, Thurs 1pm-3pm 

BEAVERS & SCOUTS – Shenley currently does not have Beaver or Scout troops due to lack of leaders.  
Anyone interested in starting a group please contact  Caron Curnow 07799 370767 or email: shenleyscouts@gmail.com

CAKE & BAKE CLUB – Contact Val Fowler – e-mail val_fowler@hotmail.co.uk or www.shenleycakeandbake.com

CARPET BOWLS – Village Hall, London Road.  Contact:  Maureen Ashman  0333 1122 343    Wednesdays 7.30pm to 9.30pm

GAMES AFTERNOON – Methodist Church  - Contact: Nicky Beaton 07976 872668  Third Tuesday of the Month, 2pm to 4.30pm

CRICKET CLUB – Shenley Park Cricket Centre.  Contact:  Geoff Adams 07505 102152 or email: geoffdevans1@virginmedia.com   
Adult and Junior cricket, new members of all abilities welcome

1ST SHENLEY CUBS – Age 8-11 years.  Thursdays 6-7.30pm Well End Scout Activity Centre Centre   Contact:  Caron Curnow 

07799 370767  email: shenleyscouts@gmail.com

FELLOWSHIP HOUR – Methodist Church – Contact: Fred Perry 01923 856810

GUIDES & BROWNIES – Enquiries:  Susie Branigan  01923 44002

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – Contact:  Chris Sidney 01923 469385
Allotment Shed, Green Street (open Sundays Feb-Nov, 9.30 to 11am)

IRISH DANCING – Mon, Wed, Fri, 5pm to 7.30pm, Scout HQ, Well End Activity Centre    
Maria Diggins Murphy:  01923 850247    Mobile: 07956 287263

KENPO KARATE – Thursday 6.00 to 8pm, St Anthony of Padua’s RC Church,  22 The Cross Path.

John Brennan:   07766 258866

KNIT & NATTER  Mondays (except Bank Holidays) 10.30am to 12.30pm, Café in the Orchard.  All welcome.

Contact: Susie 07983 907015

RAINBOWS  Fridays 4.30pm to 5.30pm.  For details contact Michelle Levy by email: 1stshenleyrainbows@gmail.com 
Leaders Michelle Levy, Amy Konopinsky and Gemma Adams

SHENLEY CRAFT CLUB – Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday, Shenley Chapel.  
Contact Debra at shenleycraftclub@gmail.com   mobile: 07593 332040

TENNIS  CHAMPS – At Shenley Park Chapel on Mondays 1.45 to 2.30pm Mini & Maxi Champs 2-4s, 4.10 to 4.55pm
Mega Champs 4-6s and Fridays 10 to 10.45am Mini & Maxi Champs 2-4s.    All sessions term times only.
Caroline Sanders: 07930 452711     email: info@tennischamps.co.uk    web: tennischamps.co.uk

UNDER 5s TENT TOTS – Monday 9am to 10.30am, St Martin’s Church Room       Contact:  Daniel McCarthy on 01923 859544

VILLAGE WALKS   Monthly – first Sunday – meet outside the White Horse at 11.15am for an 11.15am start.  
Contact: Josephine Lunt 07946 305124   email: josephinelunt@btinternet.com 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    Monthly – first Thursday 7.30pm Village Hall    Contact:  Cathy Waddington 01923 858373

MILLIE’S DAY NURSERY – From 12 months – 5 years.  Open Mondays to Fridays, from 8am to 4pm, 
Term Time provision.  Email  millie-ryan@hotmail.co.uk,  mobile 07939 376022   Facebook page: Millie’s Day Nursery.  

Contact Michelle Ryan Director/Manager. 

YOGA + QIJONG – Monday 7pm-8.30pm, Village Hall.  Contact Gaye Shepherd  mobile 07786 438332

YOGA – Wednesday 6.30pm to 8pm and Thursday 9.30am to 11am at The Chapel, Shenley Park.   
Contact Sharon mobile no: 07956 67113

ZUMBA GOLD – LATIN INSPIRED FITNESS CLASS
Monday 10am to 11am at The Chapel, Shenley Park   Contact: Laurel 07932 662646
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GAMES AFTERNOONS 
at the METHODIST CHURCH - 2pm to 4.30pm 

 
The next five sessions: Tuesdays : 18th February, 17th March, 

21st April, 19th May  and 16th June 
Games Afternoon sessions are held in the meeting room at the Methodist 
Church (near the old King William IV pub) on the third Tuesday of each 
month. We are a very friendly mixed group of men and women of varying 
ages who enjoy playing games - cards, Scrabble, Rummikub and any other 
games people feel like playing. If you don’t feel like playing games but 
would like to come for a chat you are most welcome. It is not all women!  
We usually have tea / coffee and cakes (usually homemade) at around 
3pm. It is helpful to know numbers so we can ensure we have enough 
refreshments so if you would like to come to a particular session can you 
please confirm attendance. Contact details listed below. We ask for a small 
voluntary contribution of £1 to cover room rental and refreshments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Christmas Rummikub         A busy games afternoon 

Our special Christmas Games afternoon, held on 17th December last year, 
was a great success. There were 16 of us and we enjoyed Stohlen, 
Christmas buns and mince pies and after the session we had Christmas 
drinks including mulled wine and nibbles at No.90, just behind the Church.  
All very jolly. Why don’t you come along to the next session? 

Nicky Beaton   
Games Afternoon Organiser.     

Contact details:   email - nickybeaton@aol.com 
Mob:  07976. 872668 
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SHENLEY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

After the summer break regular monthly 
meetings resumed in September with 
a talk by Natalie Susman who revealed 
some of the secrets of a local estate 
agent.

Every August Shenley WI has an August 
outing in lieu of a meeting and for 
our centenary year this took place on 
Thursday September 12. Yes, September! 
not a typo but the result of many months 
of effort on Nona’s part.

It was a glorious day 
and 15 of us enjoyed 
a drive through 
beautiful Hertfordshire 
countryside arriving at 
St Paul’s Walden Bury, 
some with more ease 
than others as without 
Satnav it is not an easy 

We were warmly greeted by the Estate 
Manager and our visit began. St Paul’s is 
the home of the Bowes Lyon family which 
was a surprise to me and some others. A 
popular misconception is that they are a 
Scottish family.

The house was built in 1725 with additions 
made subsequently including the back of 
the house, which is Victorian, completed 
in 1887.

The front of the Bury was built by Edward 
Gilbert, the forbear of the present 

occupants. His only child Mary married 
George Bowes from County Durham. 
Their only child Mary Eleanor married the 
9th Earl of Strathmore Jon Lyon, hence 
the name Bowes Lyon.

The Bury is still very much a family home 
and this made our tour very different from 
the usual stately home tour.

The green drawing room has a beautiful 
decorative ceiling 
with an Egyptian 
theme. This and the 
other ceilings were 
all painted by the 
late Lady (Rachel) 
Bowes Lyon herself. 
She would set up 
scaffolding at the 
beginning of winter 
and paint a few 
hours a day.

The red drawing room has a musical 
theme and the silk on the walls has been 
there since before 1900, though the 
curtains were renewed about 1970.

The hall with ornate pillars and remarkable 
plaster work is in the same style as the 
chancels in the hall and this ceiling has 
an agricultural theme. On one wall is a 
chart, and behind a Perspex cover are 
the heights of the children of the family, 
including Lilibet, dating back to 1890.
There is also a traditional rocking horse 

St Paul’s Walden Bury
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that Lilibet and Princess Margaret rode 
when visiting. Apparently when a guest 
attends the coronation of a monarch, 
they are entitled to keep the coronation 
chairs and 4 from the coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II are in the hall.

The short but fascinating tour ended with 
self-guided visit to the 50 acres of beautiful 
grounds that these days are tended by just 
three gardeners.

All in all, a lovely visit thoroughly enjoyed 
by those who attended.

In October we welcomed Brenda Harley 
who entitled her talk My Life as a Reel 
Sew and Sew. That could be interpreted 
in many ways. By means of an amusing 
poem both at the beginning and end 
of Brenda’s talk we were treated to a 
wonderful evening.

Brenda gave us a potted history of her 
family’s progress from the East End of 
London where her family were reasonably 
well off and involved in the Rag Trade.

As a young married woman she contracted 
TB and was hospitalised at The Brompton 
Hospital. Whilst there she discovered the 
joys of the Occupational Therapy Room 
and here her talents began to emerge. 
When she was sent home, she resolved 

spent a year, working 16 hours a day 

teaching herself the tricks of the trade 
and the skills and techniques required to 
become a dressmaker.

amusing anecdotes regarding some of 
her customers. These included her time 
spent making garments for Drag Queens, 
transgenders, transsexuals and cross 
dressers that came about after she was 
contacted by the Beaumont Society. She 
also made clothes for the women in a 
Large Jordanian family and in this case 
both the family and the women were large.

In retirement Brenda continued to sew and 
bizarrely ended up making hares for all the 
Greyhound racing circuits in the country.

The talk ended with Brenda showing 
examples of her work which highlighted 
skills such as matching, pin tucking and 
many other skills.

Centenaries seem to be like busses, wait 
a hundred years and then three come 
along at once. 2019 saw the centenary of 
Hertfordshire Federation WI, Shenley WI 
and on 05 November the 100th birthday of 
Beryl, known as Peg, Mackay M.B.E.

Peg has been a WI member for 75 years. 
Not surprising as her grandmother Mrs 
Freestone was a founder member of 

secretary in 1949 and has served twice as 
our President in 1968 and 1985. Peg is still 
one of our Vice-Presidents and regularly 
attends meetings. Peg went on to serve 
on the Executive of HFWI and became a 
County Visitor. 

At our November Meeting Peg, looking 
glamorous in wine coloured velvet, was 
guest of honour. She was presented with 

Then Nigel Heller, Vice-Chair of Shenley 
Parish Council bestowed the honour of 
Honorary Freeman of the Parish.  The 
Parish Council also gave Peg a bottle of 

Brenda with some examples of her work
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red wine.

Everyone then gave a rousing rendition of 
Happy Birthday.

The main speaker was John McCombe 
the Honorary President of SERV Herts & 
Beds. SERV Herts & Beds is a registered 
charity and is entirely funded by voluntary 
donations and by the generosity of the 
volunteers themselves who freely give 
their time and fuel.

John explained that they began operations 
in the two counties on 10 January 2009, 
with the Bedford General Hospital as their 

hospitals in Herts & Beds. With Watford 
and Luton & Dunstable being the latest 

provide support to three hospices and to 
the HEARTS Human Donor Milk Bank at 
Harpenden and their donors and Neonatal 
Units.

They are staffed by around 70 Rider/
Driver volunteers who pay £25 each to 
join and receive no remuneration, meeting 
all their own fuel and servicing costs. This 
includes 15 controllers who take the calls 
from the hospitals, assign jobs to the 
riders/drivers and monitor their progress. 
In addition, all motorcycle riders and car 
drivers must take an independent on-road 

assessment by a Police Class 1 assessor 
and an advanced driving test.

Four volunteer Rider/Drivers are on duty 
each night from 7pm to 7am and may take 
up to 2 calls during a shift, riding or driving 
up to 150 miles. Human Donor Milk is 
handled by a Milk Controller using a web 
-based booking and tracking system.

The NHS was supported, free of charge 
with over 1500 night-time blood and 
sample shipments and over 350 donor 
milk shipments with the 15 daytime Milk 
Riders covering more than 10 000miles 
in the process. Safe to say that we, the 
audience were totally in awe of this 
wonderful organisation.

The December meeting always means 
a party and this year was no exception 
every attended brought a plate of food and 
this produced in a delicious buffet of both 
sweet and savoury items accompanied by 
wine and soft drinks.

The tables were decorated with festive tea 
light holders made by the Craft Group.

During the meal, tables competed in a 
Dingbats quiz set by Mary and afterwards 
there was a Christmas Quiz with Brenda 
acting as quizmaster.

The guest speaker was Stephen Poxon 
whose talk was entitled’ You’re in the 
Army Now’. Stephen was born into an 
Army family and was for many years a full 

Peg with Cathy and Zoe

What the Dingbats!
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Stephen regaled us with behind the 
scenes stories and anecdotes of his time 

some poignant and some upsetting.  

We rounded off 2019 with a festive 
evening meal in The Tea Rooms and Alex 
and his staff did us proud.

was home grown, Susie Hendy’s talk 
was entitled ’Who do we think we are? 

We learnt what genealogy is, the 
fascinating side of genealogy in the digital 
age and what genetic genealogy is. There 
was a caveat given out in case anyone 
in the audience wanted to research their 
family tree. George Bernard Shaw once 
said, ‘If you cannot get rid of the family 
skeleton you may as well make it dance.’ 
All families have their skeletons!

Susie had spent many hours researching 

not taking the 1000 hours of research 
used for each show of Who Do You Think 
You Are? She had spent a long time and 
encountered many dead ends before 
presenting us with a potted life history and 
antecedents of a fascinating woman.

Then onto our current president Cathy 
Waddington. Susie researched one line of 
Cathy’s family. Cathy’s great grandmother 
was born in Kentucky USA. This line was 
traced back to Germany.   Cathy was 

totally surprised by this research.

Susie gave a list of websites for anyone 
interested in pursuing some armchair 
genealogy of their own  

Committee members gave a short 
presentation on each of the resolutions 
for 2020.

These were, ‘A call to increase potential 
stem cell donor registration’, ‘Female 
crash test dummies’, ‘End modern 
slavery’, ‘Time to talk about death and 
dying’ and ‘Protect our precious Helium’.

Attendees voted for ‘A call to increase 
potential stem cell donor registration’ as 
Shenley’s choice to go forward.

Every month there is a competition linked, 
sometimes tenuously, to the talk by the 
main speaker. Entries are judged by the 
speaker and are anonymous. Points are 

second or third place. 

The awards for 2019 were announced 
and prizes of vouchers were given to the 
winners.

was shared by Zoe Beeson and Caroline 
Slatter. As Zoe had had the rose bowl for 
the last year Caroline took custodianship 
of it for this year.

The overall winner of the monthly 
completions was won by Anna Churnin, 
who also took home the WI brooch for 
the year. Jean Hoggett came second, and 
Barbara Sherling came third. 

We have a full and varied programme 
planned for 2020 and women of all 
ages are welcome to attend our monthly 

month (except August) in the Village 
Hall at 7.30pm. If anyone wold like any 
information about Shenley WI, please call 
Cathy on 01923 858373.

Best wishes.

Anna Churnin

annachurnin@me.com

Our Festive Meal
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The One Show’s Rickshaw passed through Shenley on Friday 15th November at 5.30pm

The Team

BBC Children in Need and The One Show’s Rickshaw had been under way for a whole week 

having set off on Friday 8th November from Holyhead. Six young riders embarked on a 

challenging 400 mile route and made their way to London as they raised money for Children in 

Need along the way. 

They passed through Shenley as Team Rickshaw pedalled its way to the fi nal destination of 

Elstree for the live BBC Children in Need Appeal Show on the Friday evening.

 Friday 8th : Holyhead to Portmeirion

 Saturday 9th: Portmeirion to Machynlleth

 Sunday 10th: Machynlleth to Oswestry

 Monday 11th: Oswestry to Crewe

 Tuesday12th: Crewe to Matlock Bath

 Wednesday13th: Matlock to Melton Mowbray

 Thursday14th: Melton Mowbray to Bedford

 Friday 15th: Bedford to Borehamwood

It was a wet and windy evening but that did not deter a large group of Shenley supporters from 

coming out to cheer them on. The Rickshaw was followed by a van driving slowly and holding 

out buckets to collect from well-wishers.

 

Matt Baker and his team raised £8,521,680 during the eight day 400 mile Rickshaw challenge.

  Here they come!It was a wet and windy night
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Well hasn’t it been a wet start to 2020? 
Although some of our members still have 

to see the Spring bulbs beginning to 
break through the soil. 

There is not much to do in our soggy 
gardens or allotments at present except 
to feed the birds and leave out a dish 
of water for them to drink and bathe in 
(both important). Find out more about 
the Big Spring Birdwatch at rspb.org.uk/
birdwatch20. 

The Shenley and District Horticultural 
Society runs an annual Horticultural 
show and runs the sheds at the Green 
St. allotments from February to October. 
We also send out regular newsletters, 
host talks and run day trips to well known 
gardens. So if you grow fruit, veg. and 

garden, then you can join the society at 
the shed any Sunday 9.30-11 a.m. 

Margaret Isaac (secretary)

secretarysdhs@gmail.com

Shenley and District Horticultural Society. 
 

ALLOTMENTS 

Global warming has been high on the agenda during 2019 with demonstrations around the 
world and the weather in Shenley and across the 
UK being more mild and wet than ever before. 
Although the water companies are saying there 
is an acute shortage I have never known such a 
long spell of continuous rain and dull weather. 
The forecast is more of the same and although 
a lot work was done to drain the allotments 
several years ago most are now waterlogged 
and too wet to be dug over. Every year drainage 
problems are a topic of conversation amongst 
plot holders with many vastly different ideas 
being put forward. If you could get the water to 

what would happen to it then I don’t know.
At this point in the year all the vegetable grower’s beds should be turned over and the soil 
broken up by the frost. It is said that you don’t get good Brussel sprouts until they have 
been frosted and for those who have ground prepared there is the opportunity to plant 
spring greens and broad beans. 
Although there are problems cultivating, Simon Gee and other allotment holders undertook 
a general clean-up of the rubbish that seems to accumulate. This should enable those 
interested in the vacant allotments to start work immediately the weather improves. If you 

clerk@shenleyvillage.org 

All the best, Steve Bury
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The graveyard at Shenleybury is a 
peaceful place full of wildlife which anyone 
is welcome to visit. Whilst Hertsmere 
Council maintain the older part of the 
graveyard, the much larger ‘open’ part is 
the responsibility of St Martin’s church.

The grass cutting of the open part of the 
graveyard is done by contractors who kindly 

we have available. Once a month a small 
group of volunteers do all the additional 
work needed in the graveyard. This 
involves cutting back hedges, branches 
and brambles as well as more delicate 
work around individual gravestones. We 
will never run out of things that need to 
be done! We would love to have more 
volunteers so if you would like to come and 
help too, marvellous! 

We meet on the second Sunday of most 
months for just a couple of hours between 

basic gardening tools to bring along that 
would be helpful. The next few sessions 
will be on February 9th, March 8th, May 
10th, June 14th, July 12th and August 
9th. Please note, we will not be meeting 
on the second Sunday in April which is 
Easter Day. Contact Matthew Rheinberg 

on 07736 276813 if you would like 
to know more.

‘Caring for God’s Acre’ is an 
additional wildlife scheme a few 
of us would really like to get 
started at the graveyard. It is a 
pulling together of information 
and support from Hertfordshire 
and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, the 
Living Churchyard Scheme and 
people interested in the potential 
for conserving our local wild plants 
and animals whilst enhancing and 
enjoying our churchyard. It will need 
time and energy from an additional 

group of people. Raking up grass cuttings, 
surveying what we have and agreeing a 
cutting regime for a small area would be 
a good start. 

Please contact Ann Finney if interested in 
being part of this on 01707 642193.

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk. 

Best wishes,

Ann Finney + Matthew Rheinberg

Graveyard Gardening Group

At work. 12th January

Volunteer Gardeners in June last year
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Nigel Rowe of New Road has just 
completed a 4,500km bicycle ride 
across South America. Riding alone 
from coast to coast for 2000km across 
the Pampas of Argentina and over the 
Andes into Chile. He then headed south 
for 1200km following the Caretera 
Austral through Chilean Patagonia on 
a journey he describes as stunningly 
beautiful, interspersed with days of 
‘awful brutal hell on a bike’. His route 
crossed back over the mountains into 

1000km south across Tierre Del Fuego 
to Ushuaia , the southernmost town in 
the world.

His journey - Patagonia - will be given 
as a slideshow at St. Martins Church 
Shenley in 2020 and details will be

circulated nearer 
the time. Nigel has 
previously cycled across 
India and Bangladesh 
and in 2018 he rode 
6000km across Russia 

‘East From Moscow’ is 
still available from St 
Martins Church.

----------------------
What an incredible 
adventure! Can’t wait 
for the slideshow.

    Patagonia

Riding South through the Andes
in Chilean Patagonia.

Gunnera Plants on the Caretera Austral. Central Chile
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Tennis Champs provides fun, active and educational tennis classes 
for 2-6 year olds in Shenley Chapel and St Albans.

Tennis Champs is a brand new local, community enterprise which focusses on 
making tennis exciting and accessible for everyone. In the local hall sessions 
for 2-6 year olds, the ethos is all about parent-child bonding and keeping active 
together, so parents are encouraged to take part in sessions. It is much more fun 
than watching from the side-lines!

Caroline Sander, mum of two and Shenley resident, is the 

about enthusing children to love taking part and being active, 
by making the sessions varied and energetic. It’s great 
for coordination and amazing to see the children develop 

curriculum through our use of motor skill, number, colour, 
shape and literacy tasks.”

Tennis Champs also works with local nurseries, 
preschools and schools to deliver diverse 
programmes for 2-11 year olds as part of their 
curricular or extra-curricular activities and they 
run playgroups in the summer in Care Homes to 
involve the older generation too!
Find out more at tennischamps.co.uk and book in 
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It’s been a busy and productive season 
for The Knitters and Natterers.
Back in October was the annual highlight 
for many crafters; The Knitting and 
Stitching Show at Alexandra Palace - and 
many wallets and credit cards were hit 
heavily resulting in stash piles growing.
At Shenley Park Apple Day we had 
our usual stall selling a wide variety of 
handmade items. The day was marred 
only by the tent dripping onto the tables 
owing to the rain.
This as usual was a great day when we 
could talk to lots of local people about 
our items and the techniques used and 
the fun we have making them.
Along with other crafters, in the village, 
we produced handmade poppies, knitted, 
and crocheted, that Hayley and Susanna 
stitched together to make a ‘yarn bomb’ 
for Remembrance Day. All the different 
poppies merged and complemented 
each other to make an impressive 

display. As some 
people asked us to 
make them poppies 
to wear, we may 
consider this next 
year with proceeds 
going the British 
Legion. 
Although many of 
us stay on every 
Monday for lunch, 
once a year, in 

December we make an effort to join 
together and have lunch followed by a 
lucky dip for presents.
The festivities were enhanced by Alex’s 
contribution of crackers.
The latest project we are undertaking is 
squares, knitted or crocheted in order to 
produce one or two blankets for charity. 
The pile of squares is growing, and I will 
soon be designing the layout and sewing 
them up. At present we are undecided 
where to send them so if anyone has any 
suggestions please let me know.
This is just a taste of the different 
activities that we participate in. 

In addition, we are a welcoming 
friendship and support group to each 
other, and Monday mornings are a high 
point in our week. 
As ever we thank Alex and all his staff 
at the Orchard Tear Room for their 
hospitality to us.
If anyone is having problems with a 
knitting pattern (or any other crafting 
problem) we are happy to try and help 
out, just pop along any Monday morning 
(except Bank Holidays) between 
10.30am and 12.00 to the Tea Rooms 
and join us in crafting and chatting.
 We are not restricted to women only and 
male crafters would be most welcome.

Anna Churnin
annachurnin@me.com

Knit and Natter 
January 2020 

      Eagerly awaiting lunch!
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A New Youth Section is to open in Radlett for young women 
aged 14-18, to include Shenley and Borehamwood. 

We can offer a huge variety of opportunities - make new friends, travel abroad - 
Rangers is a brilliant way to try new things, have fun and give something back to 
your community. You can also volunteer with other Girlguiding units in your area. 

Whether you’re already a member, or are just starting out, we’ll give you a host of 
opportunities to gain leadership skills, build a network of friends in your area and 
enhance your CV.
Come along to taster sessions 8pm -9.30 at the Radlett Guide Hut on Scrubbritts 
Park Road.

welcome, you don’t need to have been a Guide to join Rangers so please let any 
friends know and bring them along too! 

Once we start regular weekly meetings, planned to be Tuesdays 8 - 9.30pm at the 
Guide hut,  you will have the opportunity to choose which activity you would like 
to do, activities both at the Guide hut as well as around the local area and beyond. 
We plan to have visits to (for example) London and Cambridge, local cycle rides, 
trips away in the UK and to Uganda next year. Almost anything possible, you decide.
Please let us know if you are interested in joining Radlett’s Ranger Unit or if you 
have any questions. 
See the Girlguiding website:  
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/rangers/

We hope to see you on the 4 Feb ,3 and 24 March if you are 13+ to 18.
 

Verity & Hannah
Verity.guides@gmail.com
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After a very successful 2019 season 
members of Shenley Village Cricket Club 
are starting to look forward to the new 
season which starts in late April. 2019 
will go down as one of the most success-
ful in the club’s history with our under 15 
side winning the National T20 competi-
tion and two of the club’s senior League 
sides winning their respective Divisions.

The club runs junior sides from each age 
group from under 9 to under 15 as well 
as participating in the ECB (England and 
Wales Cricket Board) All Stars scheme 
for children aged 5 to 8. The boys all 

Kris Nissen. The club holds ECB Club-

that Shenley Village is a well run and 
safe club.

On Saturdays Shenley has 4 teams 
entered in the Saracens Hertfordshire 
Cricket League with the 1st XI compet-

ing in the Premier League (Champion-
ship Division). Shenley boasts one of the 
best playing and training facilities in the 
County and we welcome any new mem-
bers, both senior and junior, who would 
like to join the club. 

Shenley have 2 quality grounds at their 
venue in Radlett Lane and on most Sat-
urdays there will be games on both pitch-
es. It is a lovely place to watch cricket 
and spectators are very welcome.

Indoor winter training has already started 
and anyone interested in joining the club 

Evans on 07505 102152 or by email to 
geoffdevans1@virginmedia.com. 

For further information you can also visit 

Best wishes, 

Geoff Evans

Chairman. Shenley Village Cricket Club

Shenley Village Cricket Club



40

They say Scouting teaches young 
people skills for life. Luckily I’ve found it 
can teach old dog’s new tricks too!
Since stepping up as Akela (Leader) 
of 1st. Shenley Cubs, following the 
departure of our old leader; my friend 
and partner in controlling the chaos, Ann 
Hale, I’ve discovered hidden depths of 
resilience and ingenuity in my new role.
Aided by Baloo my Assistant Cub 
Leader, who luckily is a font of scouting 
knowledge and is also in possession of 
a handy ear-piercing whistle for when 
those Cubs get overly boisterous!
We kicked off the autumn term with 
nights full of mystery and intrigue as the 
Cubs were sent on secret missions on a 
series of elaborate spy games. Codes, 
double bluffs and even double agents 
were spotted deep in the woods at Well 
End.
Whilst the Cubs were undoubtedly having 
a ball, little did they realise they were 
actually gaining vital communication 
skills that will serve them well in later life.
 By the time October came we were 
running out of light evenings fast, but this 
didn’t stop us setting off at dusk for our 
annual Chip Shop Hike. This 1 ½ hour 
circular walk through stunning Shenley 
countryside culminates at Shenley Top 
Wok for bags of well-earned chips on the 
green.
This however was a mere training 
exercise for the big event a few weeks 
later, the Annual District Night Hike. 
Whilst most kids were tucked up watching 

X Factor on a Saturday night, Cubs from 
all over Elstree,  Borehamwood, and 
Radlett joined 1st Shenley on a 4 ½ mile 
hike in the pitch dark. 
Setting off from the Walled Garden timid 
cubs giggled with excitement, whilst the 
more cavalier whooped and squealed 
their way up hills and through spooky 

way encountering curious horses, foxes 
and all sorts of night creatures. 
Their newly acquired communication 
skills were also put to the test at several 
bases along the way. Challenged to 
pass messages in semaphore with neon 
glow sticks, master simple Morse code 
and lead blindfolded teammates through 
obstacles.
Singing songs as they arrived weary 
but cheery back at base in Shenley 
Park, they were all rewarded with hot 
chocolate and biscuits. Forget those TV 

Shenley Cubs love getting involved in 
their local community and Autumn term 
saw us serving hot dogs and homemade 
soup at Apple Day as well as collecting 
for the Poppy Appeal. 
I was also proud as punch to see them 
all turn out smartly in their uniform for the 
Remembrance Day Parade. Amazingly 
for once they all had their scarf and 
woggle and shoes were shined to 
perfection!
Not only did they lead prayers at the 
Church service, but they also paraded 

 

1st Shenley Cubs
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through the village to lay a wreath at the 
War Memorial to remember the many 

As reward for all their efforts we treated 
the group to a wild night of trampolining 
at Jump In! Thanks to the generosity of 
the Shenley Fete Committee we were 
also able to throw in pizzas for the sweaty 
crew once they were all bounced out.
As December drew in, preparations 
reached fever pitch for our mini - 
Christmas gang show. Who knew we 
had such varied, loud and undiscovered 
talented Cubs?

After a few weeks hectic rehearsals 
we went out on a high with a variety 
show packed with Cubs telling jokes, 
with magic acts, musical turns on the 

crazy group rendition of the 12 Days of 
Christmas complete with hilarious action. 
As another fun packed term comes to a 

New Year full of new adventures, new 
skills and opportunities, oh and I’m sure 
the Cub’s will be enjoying themselves 
too!!

Caron Curnow – Leader 1st Shenley Cubs
Thursdays 6 – 7.30pm at Well End Scout Activity Centre

If your child would like to join Cubs we currently have a few spaces available so 
please drop me an email.

Shenley Beavers – 6- 8 year olds
We are currently looking to re-open the Shenley Beaver colony, that sadly had 

to close last year when its leader stepped down.  Could you volunteer as a 
leader or a regular parent helper? 

Please get in touch on caron.curnow@1stshenleyscouts.org.uk

Shenley Cubs on Remembrance Day
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SHENLEY METHODIST CHURCH. 
All are welcome to join our small, faithful, Christian congregation which meets in the 
Chapel on London Road.

Services are every Sunday at 10.00hrs after which refreshments are served in the 
community room.
Children and Youth are able to attend a separate group within the service time 
alternate weeks.
All Age Worship - monthly
Cafe Church - monthly
Fellowship - a long standing group with a usual format of a speaker and refreshments.
Messy Church - alternate months on Sunday at 16.00hrs

There are also regular coffee mornings, sales and lunches as well as numerous 
other activities within the St Albans and Welwyn Circuit of which we are a part.

Our community room is home to many village groups and is available to hire.

For further details please contact  Fred Perry  01923.856810
or shenleymethodistchurch@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook        @ Shenley Methodist Church 

or Twitter        @SVMethodists for what we are up to.

Email Shenleymethodistchurch@gmail.com to subscribe to our newsletter.

Best wishes.

Fred Perry.
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Social Soup Lunches at St Martin’s Church   

Once a month we have been holding a social lunch at St Martin’s Church, 
with soup and nibbles, including cake, fruit, and of course tea and coffee. It is 
a chance to meet up with friends and meet new ones.

available, but there is usually enough to cater for additional people, so come 
anyway!  Contact  Ann on 01707.642193 or Fiona on 01923.839644. 
If you need a lift, this can be arranged very willingly. 

Friday each month. Occasionally this may need to be changed, another good 
reason to phone! Donations are appreciated and will go towards the planned 
updating of facilities in the church. 

In addition to these lunches, Lent Lunches will be held each Friday in Lent 
in aid of different charities. A number of people offer to provide these soup 
lunches at their homes or other venues and choose the charity they wish
support. If you would like to host one of these, please contact us. Details 

For information please contact  Ann - 01707 642193 or Fiona - 01923 839644

Ann Finney
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Shenley Park is managed by the charity Shenley Park Trust, which is self 

financing receiving no monies from Shenley Parish Council, Hertsmere or 

Herts County Council. Visit our website for more information about the 

Park and how to donate if you wish. 

 

Shenley Park is open daily as is the Tea Room. 

Throughout the year we hold events both in the Park and 

the Walled Garden. 

The Walled Garden is open weekdays only during the winter. 

 

 

For news about the Park please visit our website 

www.shenleypark.co.uk for our monthly newsletter. 

 

Follow us on Facebook @ShenleyPark to get the news first 

about our events. 
 

If you are unable to access the internet please call the 

office on 01923 852629, leave a message and we will 

arrange for a paper copy of the newsletter to be delivered 

to you.  

Shenley 

Park 
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WHEN the de Havilland Aircraft Museum 
opens its doors on Sunday February 
16th after its winter closure visitors will 

aircraft on display in the large new 
climate-controlled hangar which is now 
their permanent undercover home.

It is the centerpiece of the Museum for 
the 21st Century Project initiated by the 

nearing completion thanks to the support 
of National Lottery players.

The project at the Salisbury Hall, London 
Colney site has cost of nearly £2 million 
and the new hangar is linked to the 
Walter Goldsmith Hangar - opened in 
1982 by HM. the Queen Mother – the 
Aeroshop and the entrance foyer to 
provide a totally undercover and fully 
accessible experience where visitors 
can see restoration work being carried 
out by teams of volunteers as well as 

passenger cabins of airliners.

With a collection of more than 20 aircraft 

based de Havilland Aircraft Company 
the museum’s aim is to preserve not 
only the aircraft but also the enormous 
contribution the company made to 
aviation during its life from the First 
World War to its amalgamation in the 
1960s to form part of British Aerospace.

The opening of the new hangar, to 
be named the Geoffrey de Havilland 
Hangar after the founder of the company, 
also brings to the area an exciting new 
community facility which can cater for 
corporate and company events and 
meetings, local organisations and 
educational visits.

In the new hangar visitors can walk inside 
the main cabin of the sole surviving 
DH106 Comet 1a jet airliner still with its 

DO COME AND SEE OUR NEW AIRCRAFT MUSEUM !

DH 88 Comet Racer replica (1935 England - Australia Air Race)
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original “square” windows, get up close 

the only example built of the unique de 

Havilland-engined Cierva C.24 Autogyro.

The Walter Goldsmith Hangar, named 
after the museum founder, is now 
home to the museum’s collection of de 
Havilland DH 98 Mosquitos, the all-wood 
twin-engine multi-role aircraft of the 
Second World War. The three on display 

W4050 which was both designed and 
built on the site where the neighbouring 
Salisbury Hall Tudor mansion was de 

Two large sections 
of a Second World 
War Airspeed Horsa 
troop carrying glider 
are also on show 
there, the company 
having become part 
of de Havilland and 
the prototype being 
designed and built in 
another hangar there.

In a separate area four 
civil airliners continue 
to be on external 
display due to their 
size. These include a 
DH.106 Dove, DH.104 
Heron, BAe146 and 
HS125, and these will 

also be open to visitors.

Whilst the aircraft are the stars of the 
museum there is also a display of a 
number of propeller and jet engines 
and air to air rockets designed by de 
Havilland.

Visitors can take a break and enjoy 
hot snacks and drinks in the café and 
browse a large range of aviation-related 
items in the Aeroshop.

The museum is signposted at Junction 
22 of the M25 and has its own car park. 

London Colney  AL2 1BU.

For more information visit 

www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk

Aircraft photos courtesy of Garry Lakin.

We look forward to seeing you.

Best wishes,

Peter Jeffery. 

 DH 106 Comet 1a

Cierva C.24 Autogyro
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
February
2nd Action for a Cleaner Shenley – Litter Picking - meet 10.00am
 outside White Horse
2nd Village Walk – meet outside White Horse 11.15am
4th  Shenley Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
6th WI meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
9th Graveyard Gardening Group 2.00pm
18th Games Afternoon, Methodist Church 2.00pm
28th Social Soup Lunch, St Martin’s Church 12 noon
March 
1st  Action for a Cleaner Shenley - Litter Picking - meet 10.00am
 outside White Horse
1st   Village Walk – meet outside White Horse   11.15am
3rd Annual  Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 6.30pm
3rd  Shenley Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
5th WI meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
8th Graveyard Gardening Group 2.00pm
17th Games Afternoon, Methodist Church 2.00pm
27th Social Soup Lunch, St Martin’s Church 12 noon
April
2nd WI meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
5th Action for a Cleaner Shenley - Litter Picking - meet 10.00am
 outside White Horse
5th Village Walk – meet outside White Horse   11.15am
7th Shenley Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
21st Games Afternoon, Methodist Church 2.00pm
24th Social Soup Lunch, St Martin’s Church 12 noon
May
3rd Action for a Cleaner Shenley – Litter Picking - meet 10.00am
 outside White Horse
3rd Village Walk – meet outside White Horse 11.15am
5th Annual Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
7th  WI meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm
10th  Graveyard Gardening Group 2.00pm
19th  Games Afternoon, Methodist Church 2.00pm
22nd Social Soup Lunch, St Martin’s Church 12 noon
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SHENLEY VILLAGE MATTERS

The copy deadline for the Summer edition of Shenley Village Matters is 

Monday 11th May 2020

 village@shenleyvillagematters.co.uk

 Editor & 

Chris Griggs, Cllr. Natalie Susman and Suzanne Raggett

Little Shenley Library


