
Shenley Parish Council

Chairman’s report. Feb 2016

VillageShenley Issue 6

Spring 2016

THE NEWSLETTER OF

SHENLEY PARISH COUNCIL Matters
The Village had a fantastic end to the year
with Santa Claus visiting us twice on the
Sunday before Christmas. He came in the
morning on his sleigh complete with
reindeer (well, a pony in fancy dress!) and
toured the streets of Shenley. This was
well received with children and adults
alike coming out to welcome him. In the
afternoon he took his usual seat in his
grotto (well, The Cage decorated) and
spent time with the local children
spreading his Christmas cheer. Mince pies
were available with mulled wine for the
adults. Our thanks to the St. Martin’s
church choir. Their carols were sung
beautifully. 
We were also honoured to be able to host
for the third year running the lighting of the
Chanukah candles and welcomed the
huge turnout from the local Jewish
community along with many other
Villagers as well.
October and November saw some
fantastic Village events with the spooky
witches and skeletons visiting The Cage
on Halloween and our very own television
star Ben Caplan from “Call the Midwife”
switching on the Christmas lights.
Remembrance Day was marked with a
ceremony lead by our local clergy and
Rabbi followed by an exhibition in the
Village Hall showcasing the Shenley
soldiers who fell in World War 1.
The end to the year saw the mysterious
collapse of the bus stop at the top of Black
Lion Hill. The County Council seem to
think that it was blown down in the wind. 

I personally am not convinced, I think that
more likely a speeding car demolished it
and then drove off. We have now had it
removed and would like to put a bench
there in its place. We are therefore looking
for anyone who would like to donate a
bench to be sited there in memory of a
loved one. If you would like to do this then
please get in touch with us.
The flooding that results in us having to
“puddle dodge” when walking along
London Road near the pond and the
Village Hall has been investigated and
works orders have been placed to have
eight gullies cleared which will solve the
problem.
The works in Rectory Lane have been
completed which now has created
additional passing places for traffic and
also improved the drainage so the road
should no longer flood.
We have six plant troughs throughout the
Village and we are grateful to the five new
sets volunteers who have just taken on
their upkeep and maintenance.
We would have liked to participate in the
“Best Kept Village” competition but
decided that perhaps we should start off
with a slightly smaller project and as such
have reintroduced from this year the “Best
Kept Garden” competition that will be
judged in July. If you are interested in
participating then please register your
interest with Amanda our Clerk, entry
forms will be available nearer to the
judging date.
The allotments are now being tidied up at
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Shenley Village Website.
www.shenleyvillage.org

On behalf of the Parish Council, Cllr. Nicky Beaton, Guy Beaton and Dayaram Nakrani
(who runs Shenley Convenience Stores) are looking at our website to bring it up to

date. We intend to make it more of an integral part of Shenley life.
On the website you will find articles on everyday village life, accounts and pho-

tographs of our celebrations such as Hallowe’en and Chanukah and an update of
what is going on and what events we have planned, the Shenley Fete for example.

We are working with Perry Newton who is in charge of running website itself.

If you have any thoughts of what you would like to see on the website, suggestions as
to what we have missed, any out of date information that should be removed or  ideas

on presentation and appearance then we would be very pleased to hear from you.
In the first instance please contact our Council Clerk, Amanda Leboff on

01923.855865 or clerk@shenleyvillage.org.

Regards.

Guy Beaton.

the end of the season and as a result we
have some plots available. If you fancy
yourself as the next Alan Titchmarsh then
register your interest with Amanda
(contact details below) and she will
hopefully be able to allocate you a plot. 
Thanks to some very generous donations
from villagers we have now purchased our
very own Defibrillator which will be located
outside “The Hub” our Parish office next to
The Village Hall. We are arranging a
training session for its use and if you are
interested in being trained to use it then
please let Amanda know. If you call 999
and it is deemed necessary to use the
machine you will be given a code by the
operator and some basic instruction over
the telephone.
Speeding through the Village continues to
be a problem and we have now
purchased some 30mph wheelie bin
stickers that will be distributed to
householders on London Road and Black
Lion Hill. Hopefully these visual aids will
remind people to slow down and take
care. In the meantime we are lobbying the
Police to get a mobile camera site
approved on the Well End part of London
Road.
In order to improve communications and
the sharing of information within the
Village we are looking to move with the
times (albeit a little late!) on social media

and so keep a look out for our Facebook
page and “like” it. Our website
(shenleyvillage.org) is in the process of
being revamped and we would appreciate
advice on this. We have a budget
allocation to cover necessary expenses.
Please contact Amanda if you would like
to get involved. 
We are also really pleased that The Right
Honourable Oliver Dowden our MP has
agreed to come and spend the evening
with us on Saturday 21st May and will be
available to answer any questions that
you may have. Please put the date in your
diary and more details will follow.
We would love to be able celebrate The
Queen’s 90th Birthday as a Village and
are looking at a “street party” event so
watch out for more information in due
course.
It’s been a great start to 2016 and I hope
that our Village will continue to go from
strength to strength throughout the year
and be a village that we can all be really
proud of!
Contact details: Amanda Leboff, Council
Clerk : clerk@shenleyvillage.org
Tel: 01923 855865

Best wishes.

William Susman.
Chairman. Shenley Parish Council 
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The New Year has started well for ACS.
The first ACS session took place on
Monday 4th January and was well
attended. We managed to split into a
couple of groups and do two good pieces
of work. One team started working on
widening the footpath in Harris Lane
Playing field. It is a long time since the
path was put down and gradually the
grass has been encroaching so that now
only a very narrow pathway remains,
about 9 inches wide with some parts even
narrower!! A section from the Play Area to
the end of the Pavilion was cleared. Many
thanks Ross and Guy. Owing to the work
my fellow Councillors are doing we hope
to have some good news about the whole
path in the near future!
The other team carried on clearing the
footpath running along the main road into
Shenley, close to Clore Shalom School,
which is particularly bad. The footpath is
well used and every time we work on it
quite a few villagers walk, run or ride past
us and tell us how much they appreciate
what is being done. A nurse who works in
the local nursing home was one of the
people we spoke to during our session on
4th January. She has to walk along the
path every day going to work and her
journey is getting better every month!!

Two new volunteers came along to help
and a long footpath section was widened.
Many thanks to Paul, Nigel and Caroline.
We will complete the work on the lower
end of the path once the worst sections
have been dealt with.
I also would like to thank Yasmin Cohen,
who is working toward her Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze award. For the last few
months she has been working at the
weekends with me for an hour or two. She
did a session just after Christmas and
further sessions on the 2nd, 23rd and 30th
January. On the 2nd Yasmin’s dad came
along too. Many thanks for your support
Lewis, we hope you join us again. On the
23rd 11 people ran/walked past us during
the hour long session! The pathway is well
used and more people are using it as it
gets cleared.
Much good work has been done since the
scheme started in August and I would like
to say thank you to Ross Brice, Guy
Beaton, Nigel Davies, Phil Diamond, Paul
Kepper, Judy Williams, Caroline, Yasmin
Cohen and her parents Sharòn and Lewis.
Do come and join us.  While on the
subject of Volunteers I would also like to
thank Shenley Park Weekly Volunteer
Gardeners who I work with in the Park
every Thursday morning. 

ACS – Action for a Cleaner Shenley

'After'. Pathway clearing is hard work!

'Before'. Seriously overgrown!



They too are doing a magnificent job so
thanks to Sharòn Cohen, Michael
McEnnil, Ken Hoggett, Chris Orme,
Angela Manix-Mooring, Carol Manix, Nigel
Wright, Rose Langley and Bradley Adams

ACS Monthly sessions: The first Monday
of each month. Meet at The Hub at 1.15pm
or call Nicky Beaton on 07976 872668

to find out where ACS is working. Sessions
are two hours long from 1.30 to 3.30pm. It
is helpful if we know people are coming so
that we can have enough equipment,
gloves, boots and high viz jackets with us. 
ACS Weekend Sessions: Please call
Nicky Beaton to see if a session is
planned.

With regard to our village footpaths I would
reiterate what William Susman, Parish
Council Chairman has been drawing
attention to: Please could householders
take a good look at their boundary
hedging and if it is restricting a pathway
please cut it back.

LITTER AND DOG MESS
Litter and dog mess continue to be a
problem in the village so we would again
ask for your help. Whenever you can
please will you help by picking up bottles,
cans, wrappings etc. Unfortunately there
are too many motorists throwing their
rubbish into the street which adds to our
problem and the HBC Litter Pickers
cannot keep up. We need to own the
problem and be part of the solution. Thank
you to all the considerate people who are
already helping pick up others litter.

Cllr. Nicky Beaton
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Harris Lane Playing Field path-more to do!

Neighbourhood planning is a new way for
communities to decide the future of the
places where they live and work. The
Government has recognised that people
do not feel in control of their local area
and wants to give more control back to
people under the Localism Act.
Local communities will be able to: 
• choose where they want new homes,
• shops and offices to be built.
• have their say on what those buildings 
• should look like and what infrastructure 
• should be provided.
• grant planning permission for the new 
• buildings they want to see go ahead
The government has introduced the
community’s right to undertake

SHENLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
neighbourhood planning through the
Localism Act. General regulations
governing neighbourhood planning came
into effect in April 2012.
How it works: A community gets together
and creates a plan with everyone working
together. Involvement is encouraged from
all residents. It is a project that will not
happen overnight. The average time spent
is about 2 to 3 years gathering and
collating information. Once the plan has
been created it is put to a referendum and
can only be passed into local planning
policy if 51% of the voters agree.
Importantly, that is 51% of those that turn
up to vote and not those on the electoral
register. 



When I was on the Borough Council I
always felt that while your Councillor is
elected to represent you and your views,
in reality the planning legislation often did
not allow that representation as national
planning regulations overrode local
desires. Many of you I am sure are aware
of issues when Hertsmere has made a
decision that has been taken to appeal
and then been overridden by the Planning
Inspectorate. 
By having a Neighbourhood Plan which
has been accepted by referendum we
would be protected from these cases.
Even the Planning Inspectorate cannot
override local Policy. The Parish Council
is the lead authority for Neighbourhood
Planning but we cannot make a
Neighbourhood Plan without the

involvement of everyone. We are looking
for a core committee of about 8 to 10
people together with others who would be
happy to be involved for shorter periods to
help with information gathering,
information distribution and other jobs
which I won’t really know the detail of until
we get started. 
Please let me know if you are interested.
My email: rosemaryegilligan@gmail.com
(tel: 01923.857402) or Amanda Leboff, our
Council Clerk. 
email: clerk@shenleyvillage.org 
(tel : 01923.855865) 

This is our Village and we want to keep it
with its distinctive character.

Cllr Rosemary Gilligan
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Shenley Allotments

it’s all about the weather!

We are fortunate Shenley is on top of a hill so the chances of any houses flooding are very
small and as we all know from the news other areas of the country have not been so
fortunate. Considering the mild winter and the persistent rain it is not surprising that open
land is waterlogged and Shenley allotments are no exception. Drainage work has been
undertaken twice on the allotments, once in 2009 and then further extensive works in 2013
but the changes in climate have still left many plot holders with problems.
What we needed was some dry days and frost, which is great for breaking up soil that has
been turned ready to be broken down for planting in a couple of months. Frost is also good
for Brussel Sprouts and they do not get their full flavour until they have been through some
clear cold nights. I for one did not get enough of my ground prepared before the rains came
and even the area I have covered is very damp. Most plots are too wet to turn so there is a
lot of work to do as soon as things dry out for a while and the manure should have been dug
in by now. Fortunately mid-January has seen a cold snap and some frost so things are



returning to normal but the long cold winters are now a thing of the past. 
For all my moans it will not take long after the rain stops for the ground to dry out and in a
few months we will be using the stand pipes and complaining that it is too dry!
The council has recently paid for a skip to remove two piles of rubbish that had built up 
on the rough ground between the allotments and the adjoining hedge. I was surprised at
some of the things that were there, an electric hover mower and children’s toys amongst the
pallets, discarded chicken wire frames, piping of various lengths and sizes plus a fair amount
of glass. It was obvious that a large number of the items had been brought in rather than
being pieces of broken gardening kit generated on site. In my view it must be as easy to take
these items to the tip in Elstree as to bring them to the allotment field to dump. A small pile of
rubbish does not take very long to become a large eyesore so it is hoped that the allotment
holders will dispose of their unwanted items properly in future. 
October is the month where allotment holders pay their fees for the forthcoming year and
all those interested have renewed. The waiting list is exhausted but there are still a few
plots available. If you are interested please contact the Parish Clerk. Amanda Leboff. 
Tel: 01923.855865. Email: clerk@shenleyvillage.org

Steve Bury
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Shenley Parish – January 2016
December 2015 crime & ASB figures
Offence No. In Shenley No. in Hertsmere
Dwelling Burglary 0 34
Burglary Other 0 30
Criminal Damage 2 71
Vehicle Crime 1 87
Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) incidents* 7 197

Further details/other crime

Damage was caused to newly planted trees separating Grange Avenue from Pippin Close. The trees
were planted to stop local residents from using the Shenley Manor grounds as a shortcut. Police
are patrolling the area and will deal with anyone causing criminal damage.

The vehicle crime is the theft of tools from a van in Coursers Farm. Save yourself the inconvenience
and hassle – as well as days lost from not being able to work and please remove all tools from vans
overnight. This crime is preventable.

There were two unrelated incidents where offenders didn’t pay their taxi fares. The first one
occurred on December 29th outside Tesco Express in Andrew Close. The second one occurred on
December 30th in Cockle Way where offenders threw eggs at a taxi.

The anti social behaviour has included young people being rowdy late at night, a noisy resident in
Radlett Lane, a rowdy customer at the King William pub on London Road, dog fouling on New Road
and off road bikes at the back of the Arsenal training ground. All these incidents are being looked
into as they compromise residents’ quality of life.



7

For more details on crime in your area please visit www.police.uk. Enter a postcode to see the ‘crime map’
for the local area.

*Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) is not defined as ‘crime’ however it has been included in this table for your
information as it can affect the wider community and we (the police) are jointly responsible with local
councils for dealing with it. Recordable ASB incidents include neighbour disputes, noise nuisance and fly
tipping, as well as issues such as regular rowdy behaviour in public places.

Outcomes

During December, we increased school police patrols to target inconsiderate and dangerous parking. As a
result, we issued a £30 fixed penalty notice to a driver who parked on the pavement.

A family was evicted in Cockle Way by local officers working closely with Sanctuary Housing following on
going anti social behaviour. This action has helped reduce the number of anti social behaviour incidents in
the parish of Shenley.

A disqualified driver was arrested in Harris Lane.

A man aged in his 30s was arrested and charged for common assault, public order and possession of
cannabis following an incident in Tesco Express in Andrew Close on December 11th, 2015.

A Shenley resident was contacted by a fraudster on the phone pretending to be a police officer.
Fortunately no money was taken from the victim’s bank account. Messages using the Online Watch Link
(OWL) were quickly sent out to residents alerting them to this offence. If you are not already a member of
OWL and would like to receive police messages, please log on to www.owl.co.uk or speak to PCSOs Chris
Ramdeen or Chris Lake or call them on 101.

Other news and events

We will be carrying out speed monitoring using the speed indication device (SID) in Shenley
particularly around Porters Park Drive in the coming months due to residents’ concerns. Speeding
drivers will expect to receive a letter. This will be followed up with speed enforcement using the
speed laser guns. Drivers using excessive speed will be summoned directly to court.
Two police surgeries ran in December in Andrews Close by Tesco Express where residents had an
opportunity to speak to their local officers and sign up to Neighbourhood Watch (OWL).

Useful information

You can follow your local team on Twitter@Shenleypolice

Visit www.herts.police.uk where you can find the latest police and crime news, crime prevention advice
and people wanted by police.

Police non emergency number 101. (In an emergency always use 999).
Contact Crimestoppers anonymously with information about crime on 0800 555 111.

Dedicated officers for Shenley Parish Council from the Safer Neighbourhood Team are PCSOs Chris
Ramdeen and Chris Lake.

Sergeant’sMessage
“It’s very encouraging to see such low levels of crime across the parish of Shenley. My team and the
detectives working in the Hertsmere Local Crime Unit are doing all we can to prevent crime and bring
offenders to justice. We have increased high visibility patrols and given out crime prevention advice,
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including encouraging people to join Neighbourhood Watch. We are delighted to introduce new PCSO
Chris Lake to the team. He has been out meeting the local community, and with PCSO Chris Ramdeen, has
signed up over 100 people to Neighbourhood Watch in the last three weeks in King Charles Road, Nell
Gwynn Road, Armstrong Gardens, Cox Close, Poultney Close, Howe Close, Old Nursery Road and London
Road.”
If you have any concerns about crime or anti social behaviour please contact PCSOs Chris Ramdeen or
Chris Lake on 101 or by email Christopher.ramdeen@herts.pnn.police.uk or
Christopher.lake@herts.pnn.police.uk or you can contact me direct if the matter is of a more serious
nature on my Airwave radio when I am on duty on 01707 354192. (In an emergency always use 999.)

Sgt Noel Buckley
Potters Bar & Shenley Safer Neighbourhood Team

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy New Year. For many, it is back to work after a
welcome break but, of course, the police officers and staff protecting you and your communities have had
no such break and have continued to work with the same dedication, no matter what the time of year or
hour of the day. And for this, we are all grateful.

Hertfordshire Constabulary continues to perform well and has benefited from an unexpected reprieve in
terms of its funding by the government, announced late last year. This has allowed me to consider a
reduction in the amount residents pay for the policing portion of their council tax. You may have seen my
open letter, or local newspaper coverage of it, perhaps even have contributed your views, but I see this
gesture as a very important one that could reduce the burden on Hertfordshire’s council taxpayers but at
the same time continue the Constabulary’s essential efficiency programme.

You may also have seen that the Constabulary has launched a new dedicated unit to deal with domestic
abuse. This began on 11th January with 60 specialist police officers and staff investigating domestic abuse
and supporting victims. Together with countywide work with other agencies and charities to improve
domestic services and support, the unit takes us another step towards the kind of service I want to provide
for the people of Hertfordshire. We are about to open a public consultation on the county’s new Domestic
Abuse Strategy so please do look out for this and let us have your views.

The community’s views are vital – I can only ask the police to provide a service that is required by the
people of Hertfordshire if they tell me what they need. Of course, there are many aspects of policing and
community safety that I have the experience and knowledge to drive forward and hold the police to
account for but nothing beats personal experience and I have always said that victims must be at the
centre of all we do.

This is why I have also commissioned research into another very much under reported crime – hate crime.
This time, we are seeking views from victims themselves to help us to improve services and to find out
what would encourage victims of hate crime to report offences against them. Hate crime is any offence
that has happened primarily because of an offender’s prejudices against the victim’s race, gender,
disability or faith. Please encourage people to take part in the survey which is available online at :
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HertfordshireHateCrimeSurvey

David Lloyd, Police and Crime Commissioner for Hertfordshire

Police and Crime Commissioner Message
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OUR NEW DEFIBRILLATOR.



We have an exciting programme of events this year in the Park.
We hope you will be able to join us. 
The amazing Pantaloons return with two plays in July. Gulliver’s
Travels promises to be great for adults and children alike with

Canterbury Tales appealing most likely to adults. For the first time
we are to host ‘A Company of Ten’ who are based in the Abbey

Theatre St.Albans. They are to bring their May production of Twelfth
Night to the Walled Garden Amphitheatre at the beginning of June with both matinee
and evening performances. The ever popular ‘Music to Watch the Flowers By’ will
return on Sunday 31st July. We would be interested to hear from some face painters
for this event. In September for the first time we are going to hold a Folk Festival in the
Walled Garden. We already have some local artists and potentially a dance group – if
anyone is interested in performing or you know of someone please get in touch.

Events this year in Shenley Park – for your diary.
Mothers’ Day. Sunday 6th March – The Walled Garden will be opened on Sunday 6th March from
10-4pm. The Orchard Tea Rooms will be open as usual so after enjoying breakfast or lunch come
down and enjoy the Park.

Easter Monday. March 28th – An Easter egg hunt around the Orchard/meadow area organized by
Orchard Tea Rooms

Sunday May 22nd. Shenley Park Open Day 2-4pm. Come along to the Walled Garden to meet and
chat with the Trustees of Shenley Park

Sat 4th and Sun 5th June - Twelfth Night by Company of Ten. Walled Garden. Tickets will be on
sale through their website www.abbeytheatre.org.uk soon.

Sunday 3rd July – Canterbury Tales by The Pantaloons. Walled Garden 7pm.

Friday 8th July – Gullivers Travels by The Pantaloons. Walled Garden 7pm.

Sunday 31st July – Music to Watch the Flowers By. Walled Garden 12-6pm.

Sunday 11th September - Folk Festival. Walled Garden 12-6pm.

Sunday 16th October – Apple Day. Walled Garden 12-5pm

Saturday 7th January 2017 – Wassailing. Chapel 5pm

Volunteering in Shenley Park:
Midweek volunteering every Thursday morning from 9.30-12.30. 
If you would like to come and join in light gardening duties to help tidy up the Park this could be for
you. The basic tasks around the Park would include footpath clearance, weeding, composting
around the base of newly planted trees, checking tree ties and light pruning of apple trees. Contact
the office for an application pack. 

First Thursday of the month 9.30-12.30.
Come along for some or all of the time working with Trust staff on set projects. No experience
necessary, just turn up. Details of where to meet will be on the information board outside the tea
room. 
Weekend volunteering opportunities 
Throughout the year we arrange activities suitable for both adults and children to join in. Usually on
Sunday afternoons, examples being tree planting, bulb planting and apple picking.
Posters are put out in the Park when these are arranged. Contact us if you would be interested in
bringing a group along to do a weekend volunteering session and we can arrange something with
you. 

Shenley Park Trust 01923 852629 info@shenleypark.co.uk

Facebook: Shenley Park
Liz Ensor
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SHENLEY, RIDGE & SOUTH MIMMS BRANCH OF 
THE HERTSMERE CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION

The new Branch has been formed to raise
the profile of the Conservative Association
locally and to try to recruit more members
before the next election. The Branch is
keen to do what it can to support Oliver and
the Conservative Party.

On Saturday 9th July there will be a lunch
time Garden Party in Shenley attended
by Oliver. If you are interested in taking
part please put the date in your diary.
More information to follow.

If you would like to join the new Branch
please contact the Chairman, Nicky
Beaton on 07976 872668  or e-mail:
NickyBeaton@aol.com. The next
meeting will be at 90 London Road on
Tuesday 16th February at 7.30pm.

Nicky Beaton.
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On the 19th November last year the newly

formed Shenley, Ridge & South Mimms

Branch of the Hertsmere Conservative

Association held its first meeting in the

Shenley Village Hall attended by our MP.

Oliver Dowden and the Mayor of

Hertsmere, Cllr Martin Worster. The first

item on the agenda was to elect the Branch

Officers.  Nicky Beaton became Chairman

and Gavin O’Sullivan Deputy Chairman.  A

Minutes Secretary needs to be appointed.

A very interesting lively meeting followed.

Oliver gave an excellent address and he

then spent an hour and a half answering

questions. All present appreciated his frank

answers and candid assessments of

current situations, both local and national.

Shenley Village Walks
We meet on the first Sunday of the month at 11:15 in the morning outside the White Horse
pub. We do a circular walk, ending up back at the White Horse 1½ to 2 hours later. We did
once catch the bus to Aldenham Church and then walk back to Shenley from there via
Letchmore Heath, a beautiful walk especially in the summer.

The original intention of the walks was to ensure that the rights of
way in Shenley were used and maintained and that is what we
are still doing. I report any problems we find to Dawn Grocock,
who works for Hertfordshire County Council as “Countryside
Access Officer” in the Public Rights of Way Service. She does a
fantastic job of badgering landowners to remove obstacles and
improve stiles and gates. The county’s Public Rights of Way
Service maintain and improve our existing footpaths and they
create new ones like the one now running down Well End Lane.

We are only a small group. If you would like to join us one
Sunday you would be most welcome. Do wear something
suitable on your feet so you don’t mind getting muddy. I do my
best to plan walks to avoid the worst places, but with the very
wet weather we have been having there is no avoiding mud.

I’ve been helping to lead these walks since the end of 2009,
originally with help from Dave & Naomi Jones, Andrea Howlett

and Nonita Thomas. We took over from Andrew Rowson and he took over from Christine
van Duivenhode.  Before that the walks were led for many years led by Muriel Simpson. The
tradition of the Shenley Village Walk was begun at least thirty five years ago by the Shenley
Village Society.  Unfortunately I will have to leave the village very soon and the tradition of
the Shenley Village Walk will end if a volunteer does not take over from me. If you can help,
please phone me on 01923-852175.

John Butchart.
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T and Chat has been running successfully

for the past 2 years. We meet at the

Shenley Village Hall once a month from

March to December on Tuesdays from

2pm - 4pm (see dates on the right).

We provide home-made cakes and tea

and coffee. All over 50s are very welcome.

There is no set charge but donations are

always appreciated. All proceeds are

returned to the Village Hall fund as the

venue is provided for us free of charge.

We have managed to purchase a new tub

T and Chat for the over 50s.

for the garden and we plant the tubs twice

a year. We have also purchased two new

teapots and an urn for the Village Hall use

with our donations. Our next get together

will be on Tuesday 8th March.

Contact 01923 573550 for further

information.

T and Chat Tuesday dates for your diary:-

8th March, 12th April, 10th May, 14th June, 

12th July, None in August, 6th September,

11th October, 8th November & 13th December

Liz and Chris
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Beavers is the first stage of Scouting, starting at age 6 and leading onto Cubs at

the age of 8. We follow similar activities to Cubs. We have lots of fun and the

children get a chance to make new friends.

Beavers meets on Wednesday evenings at the Chapel from 6-7pm. The Chapel is

a perfect base as we can get outside as much as possible using Shenley Park and

Shenley village for exploring nature, going on hikes and learning new skills that go

towards getting a wide range of badges.

If your child is interested in becoming a Beaver please contact either Helen

Hawthorne (Section Leader) or Liz Ensor (Beaver leader) by email. Details below.

Scouting is open to both boys and girls from Beavers upwards.

We are also looking for help on Wednesdays in the form of Leaders. If we can get a

few people to help we can run it on a rota system. If you think this might be for you

or you know of someone who can help please let us know. 

Thanks.

Helen Hawthorne helenjhawthorne@hotmail.com

Liz Ensor shenleyfirstbeavers@gmail.com

Shenley 1st Beavers.
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This year, 2016, marks the 100th

Anniversary of the Cub section so is a

very special year for us. To celebrate, 1st

Shenley will be taking part in a County

Camp in July where there will be an

opportunity to meet Cubs from all over

Hertfordshire and try lots of new activities.

We will also be taking part in a District

Party on Sunday 18th December to mark

the occasion.

This term, the Cubs are working on their

Chef’s badge, as part of this they will be

cooking a simple two course meal and will

be learning some food preparation skills.

We will also be visiting Tesco’s in

Borehamwood as part of their ‘farm to fork’

initiative. There is also an opportunity for

the Cubs to learn important 1st Aid skills

at the Annual District Badge day at the

1st Shenley Cubs
end of January.

Other plans and activities for the year

include a week long camp to Gilwell Park

in May, the Annual District Sports Day, the

County Cub Night Hike and the District

Cyclocross.

Cub Scouts are aged between 8 – 10 ½

and can be either boys or girls. They

usually meet together in packs and take

part in all sorts of activities and work

towards gaining badges, learning new

things, trying new activities and most

importantly having fun. 

If your child is interested in joining us

please contact me - Helen Hawthorne on

01923 853283.

Helen Hawthorne.

6-a-Side football winners

The Cubs' Christmas Tree

Bouldering Wall. Well End



Carpet Bowls is a cut down version of this
game designed to be played in Village
Halls. If you want to find out more on how
to play the game and the rules there is a
short video on the English Carpet Bowls
site at www.englishcarpetbowls.com

The Shenley Bowls Club has been
running since the late 1970s and
flourished when the hospital site was still
operational. Our club night is every
Wednesday from 7.30pm until 9.30pm and
we meet in the Village Hall in London
Road. We are currently half way through
the Bowls season. Unlike outdoor bowls
we play throughout the year except for a
short break in August. We belong to the
Hertfordshire Carpet Bowls League and
are in the second division. We also take
part in the County competitions which are
held in Ware throughout the winter/spring.
The county has its own website
www.hcba.webs.com where match
information is posted regularly.

We would love to recruit a few more
players to help keep the club running for a
few more years.  Why not come along and
see what it is all about? No experience is
required, just an enthusiastic spirit!

You will find club members friendly and
keen to help you develop your skills.  A
session only costs £2 (plus a small joining
fee) and there is no charge on your first
night. All you need is a pair of trainers or
sensible shoes. All other equipment is
provided by the Club. Tea, coffee and
biscuits are included in the session
charge. 

If you are interested why not give me a
ring on 01923 854478 or just turn up to
one of our sessions. The Club’s address is:
Shenley Village Hall,108 London Road,
Shenley, WD7 9BS
We look forward to seeing you.

Maureen Ashman. Club Secretary.
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Have you been watching the Indoor Bowls on the TV recently?



I hope you managed to come to the Fete
last year. The weather was pretty good. I
would call it a Goldilocks day – not too hot
and not too cold. I think Alex Black in the
Beer Tent would have like it a few degrees
warmer!
With your support the Fete was a great
success. The attendance was very good
with a total of around 2500 people. We
had a greater variety of stalls and
attractions than we have ever had before.
The main arena attraction was the
Hertfordshire Axe Team run by Nick Obern
of Gristwood and Toms. 
The Fete this year will be on Sunday 19th
June and the main arena attraction will be
‘The Dog and Duck Show’. I won’t tell you
anything about it here but you can check it

out on Youtube! It is run by the same guys

that gave us the very successful

Sheepshow in 2014. They will give us

three 30 minute shows during the

afternoon.

We will have ‘Birds of a Feather’ back

again this year in the arena together with

a static display with birds of Prey. The Dog

Show run by Wellpet vets will also be held

in the arena as will the Childrens’ races.

Here is a list of what you can expect

outside the arena. This is in addition to the

dozens of varied stalls which include a

food tent run by the Fete Committee

(ensuring reasonable prices) and a Beer

tent run by our very own Alex Black from

the Orchard Tea Rooms.
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Shenley Fete. 
Sunday June 19th 2016 

(Put the date in your diary now)

Punch and Judy WI Tea and cake tent Laser Tag

Water balls Bungee Trampoline Tea Cup Ride

Have-a-Go Archery Bouncy Castle Electric Go-Karts

Face Painting Ice Cream Tombola

Raffle Arsenal signed Jersey and Football Auction.

Ferret Racing Lucky Station Plant stall.

There will be adequate toilet provision with
hopefully no waiting.
Last year we gave over £6,000 to local
Charities and good causes. The entry fee
has been kept low every year and every
penny after expenses is donated. 
We would like to thank you for your
support and we are sure you will enjoy a
great day out with the children. 

The Fete opens at midday and will be
opened by Ben Caplan aka. Sergeant
Peter Noakes (newly promoted) from ‘Call
the Midwife’. Ben is a Shenley Resident.
He switched on our Christmas lights in
December. 
My thanks to the hardworking Committee
and to all the volunteers who every year
make this all possible.

A very popular Punch & Judy Show Happy stall holders



16

000

If you would like to help us plan and set up the day please contact me. Details below.
Best wishes.
Guy Beaton.

Chairman. Shenley Fete Committee.
Tel : 01923.852841    Email: guynicky@aol.com

Hallowe’en 

at the 

Cage.
On Saturday 31st October the Shenley
Witches (Nicky Beaton and Tracy Brice)
with their good friend Skeleton (William
Susman), welcomed villagers to The
Cage to partake of delicious eyeballs
and worms (all edible!!).  Lots of children
brought their parents along to enjoy the
blood soup (tomato soup, not ghoul-
ash!) and toffee apples with a few
Hallowe’en sweets ending up in Trick or
Treat buckets. Parents very much
enjoyed the mulled wine. Everyone
entered into the spirit of the occasion
helped by the spooky music. 

The children’s ghoulish costumes were
amazing and the result of a lot of work
and their parents didn’t let them down.
Our Dracula photographer took some
good pics as you will see.

A first prize was given to Johnny Lander
for his fancy dress outfit. And to Alfie for
the best pumpkin.

Many thanks to Amanda, our Council
Clerk for organising the event brilliantly
as always. Thanks to Alex who manages
the Orchard Tea Rooms for providing the

Fancy Dress 1stPrize. Johnny 

1st Prize. Alfie

Herts Axe Team Committee members at work Community Police

Shenley Witches with Skeleton



It was a great Village evening and a lot of fun.

Best wishes.

Witch Beaton.

There was a voluntary collection toward

the Shenley Village Defibrillator fund.

Thank you to all who donated.
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soup and the mulled wine and to all

helpers. The Hallowe’en decorations

were even better this year!

000

Chanukah Candle Lighting 
12th December 2015

The annual lighting of the Chanukah can-

dles was held on the evening of 12th De-

cember and the Cage Pond seating arena

was packed with many locals. It was great

to see so many people attend especially

from different denominations including

The Reverend Daniel McCarthy, vicar of

St Martin’s Shenley. We were honoured to

have the Mayor and Mayoress Cllr. Martin

Worster & Mrs. Pam Worster as guests of

honour along with Cllr. Morris Bright,

leader of Hertsmere Council. It was also a

great opportunity for us to thank them for

all the help and assistance that they give

to the Parish. The Havdalah service

candle lighting was led by Rabbi Garber 

in conjunction with Shenley United Jewish

Community and the children of the 

community entertained us with Chanukah

songs. The evening ended with the giving

out of donuts and dreidels courtesy of the

Parish Council.

Levi Ashaan + Rian 'First to Arrive' Ghoulish participants

Chanukah

Cllr.Morris Bright, Rabbi Garber and 
Mayor Cllr. Martin Worster

Cllr. William Susman



On Wednesday 18th November 2015 we
embarked on a brand new event…..the
switching on of the Shenley Christmas
lights. We were fortunate enough to have a
local celebrity - Ben Caplan, constable
(recently promoted to Sergeant!) Peter
Noakes from BBC’s ‘Call the Midwife’ on
hand to press the switch outside the Village
Hall.

The Parish Council laid on a lovely free
reception of wine, soft drinks and nibbles for
all those who came to watch the switch-on.  
Ben Caplan stayed and mingled with quite
a large gathering of Shenley residents and
was happy to answer questions and have
photos taken.
It was a great evening and I am sure this
will be the first of many such events.

Amanda Leboff.
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Turning on the Shenley Christmas Lights.

Christmas at the Cage
Sunday December 20th

At 11am on Sunday morning Santa, riding
on a horse drawn carriage driven by Mo
Keegan and Peter Buttle dressed as an
Elves, came calling. Steve Bury did a
great job as Santa and he discovered
how difficult it is to keep your balance but
he managed to hold on to the carriage for
the entire journey round the Village. They
were followed around the village by
William Susman and Steve’s wife Shirley

playing Christmas music from their car.
The carriage journey finished up at the
Orchard Tea Rooms with Santa
distributing sweets to the children there,
after which Santa walked home to New
Road in costume getting a lot of attention
from passing pedestrians and motorists!

The event was a great success and one
we hope we can repeat next year.

Ben about to hit the red switch. 
William Susman looking on

Street lights

Santa is on his way Amy getting a present from Santa



Sunday evening at 5.30pm was another
opportunity for the children (and adults)
of Shenley to meet Father Christmas.
This time the venue was the Shenley
Cage. Inside the Cage - which was a
medieval jail if you recall - Father
Christmas (this time William Susman)
and his Elf in Chief Annette Edel chatted
with the children and parents and gave
the children presents.

As the children and their parents waited
to see Santa they listened to the St.
Martin’s Church Choir. Their carol singing
brought a very Christmassy atmosphere
to the gathering.

At a table a little way from the Cage
beside the Village sign children could
busy themselves colouring wooden
Christmas tree ornaments and making
Christmas cards.

Mince pies and mulled wine were freely
available and were much appreciated.
The weather was a little chilly and the
mulled wine helped warm up the mums
and dads.

Surrounding the pond were attractive

coloured Christmas lights adding to the

festive atmosphere.

In days gone by Santa used to ride round

the village so it was nice to see his return!!

We would like to thank Mo Keegan and

Peter Buttle and their Waverley Driving

Group Charity (Riding for the Disabled)

for providing the horse and carriage and

for dressing up so superbly as Elves and

to Steve Bury who made a very authentic

Santa. No Christmas gathering at the

Cage would be complete without the 

St. Martin’s Church choir. Our sincere

thanks to them too.

William (Santa) and Annette (Chief Elf) in

one of her free moments from the

National Elf Service made a great team

inside the Cage and Alex, who runs the

Orchard Tea rooms kindly provided the

mince pies and the mulled wine to help

along the festive spirit.

Our thanks too to Tracy Birks and Honey-

Anne Greco from the Methodist Church

who ran the table stall supervising the

children’s colouring and to Amanda

Leboff our Parish Council Clerk who did a

great job organising the day. What would

we do without her?

Both events, morning and evening were a

great success and both made us proud to

live in Shenley and the event helped to

foster a warm village atmosphere.

Guy Beaton.
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Annette Edel,
Chief Elf 
and
Amanda, 
Council Clerk View from across the pond

St. Martins Church Choir
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Ross Brice

On Wednesday 17th December 90

senior Shenley citizens set off on two

coaches from Andrew Close in

Shenley to see the amazing musical

'Miss Saigon'. The trip was organised

by our very pro-active Parish Council

Clerk Amanda so the whole itinerary

was of her making. On the day

Councillor William Susman and his

wife Natalie led one coach, whilst

Councillor Nicky Beaton assisted by

quiz master and photographer

husband Guy and me (Ross) helped

out on the second coach. 

To get to the theatre it two hours, one

of which was stuck in traffic a mile

from the venue!! Never mind - our

hardy coach team were busy eating

pastries and were all very cheerful.

(see photographs!) 

A happy coach!
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After the pastries came the chance to
win a box of chocolate biscuits as on
the back of each plate was a raffle
ticket. Joan Hackett won the Raffle
prize. She was accompanied by her
husband Derek.
We finished up with a quiz and a very
pleased Sheila Goldman won a box of
biscuits. She was accompanied by
friend Helen Lee.

The show was fantastic and had a
high impact start, not good for the
men with high blood pressure (or any
man whose heart was still beating
come to that!) as a number of young
ladies scantily dressed acted out
motions in a brothel. ‘Raunchy’ is the
word I would use without hesitation! I
heard a few 'tut tuts' which soon
turned to 'oohs' when the bare
chested muscular lead actor turned
up. If you haven't seen Miss Saigon
we would all strongly recommend you

see it. It ends at the Prince Edward
Theatre in London on Feb 27th 2016.

Guy and I wanted to stay back and
audition as members of the cast but
we had a coach to look after!
On the way back the coach was even
cheerier. This had nothing at all to do
with considerable quantities of
Lambrusco being consumed!
Whilst sipping the Lambrusco, Guy 

read out the ‘easy to answer’ 20
question Christmas Quiz. It was that
easy (thanks Amanda) that the top
score was 8/20 won by Margret
Gartner who was accompanied by
husband Helmut. I presented them
both with a bottle of wine.
Everybody really enjoyed the outing
and were asking about the Spring
cultural trip and the summer sea side
trip. Details of these Amanda will
circulate in due course.

The SCAG (Shenley Community
Activities Group) outings are always a
great success and I would strongly
recommend you put your name down
for the next one if you are eligible
(60yrs +). Our thanks to the Shenley
Parish Council for subsidising the
costs and for making it all possible.
This was a great afternoon out. I have
helped out on quite a few and it is
always great fun as well as being
incredibly good value.

Joan and Derek Hackett. Raffle winners

Margret Gartner with husband  
Helmut. 
Gen Knowledge quiz winner

Sheila Goldman & Helen Lee. Quiz winner
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When you hear about the next SCAG
adventure go for it!

On the way home ...after one or two Lambruscos! Guy reading the Quiz questions

COME AND MEET YOUR LOCAL MP 

OLIVER DOWDEN

Oliver Dowden is coming to spend an evening with us

on Saturday 21st May. Put the date in your diary and

come and meet him in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Let us give him a good welcome. It is your chance to

get to know him and ask questions. 

Light refreshments will be available.

If you can let Amanda Leboff know that you are

coming it would help ensure that we have enough for

everyone.

Contact Amanda on 01923 855865

or email

clerk@shenleyvillage.org.



Senior Citizens Cultural Outing 2016
Hampton Court Palace – Wednesday 13th April

Following the success of last year’s cultural trip to Blenheim Palace we will be

arranging another cultural trip this year to Hampton Court Palace. This is in addi-

tion to the summer outing and the Christmas trip.

The pick-up will be from Andrew Close (Tesco Stores) at 9.30am. We aim to

be back in Shenley by 5.30pm at the latest. Any Senior Citizen (60 yrs. +) resi-

dent in the Parish of Shenley is eligible to come along. There is a suggested do-

nation of £15 per person and this includes return coach travel and entrance to

Hampton Court Palace. If you are already have membership for the Historic

Royal Palaces, the cost will be £5 as entrance to Hampton Court Palace will be

free.

Please either bring a picnic lunch on the day or you can of course eat in either of

Hampton Court Palace’s cafes.

Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. If there

are surplus seats available on the coach we are prepared to offer these to non-

residents but at a non-subsidised price of £20.

Cheques should be made payable to” Shenley Community Activities Group” and

should be sent to the Parish office (the Hub) by Friday 18th March. 

Please complete the tear off strip below and return it with payment. If you have

any special requirements or would like any further information, then please do

not hesitate to contact me on 01923 855 865.

Kindest Regards

Amanda Leboff - Clerk to Shenley Parish Council

Name/s ...........................……………………………………………………………………………………………

Address 1 ...........................……………………………………………………………………………………………

Address 2 ...........................……………………………………………………………………………………………

Town ...........................……………………………………………………………………………………………

Post Code ...........................……………………………………………………………………………………………

Contact number ...........................……………………………………………………………………………………………

E-Mail ...........................……………………………………………………………………………………………
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CONTACT LIST 

COUNCILLOR EMAIL CONTACT 
NUMBER 

COMMITTEES 

William Susman 
 
Chairman 

william.susman@shenleyvillage.org   07985859444 •
•

• Future Initiative Working 
Party 

• Shenley Park Trust 
Rosemary Gilligan 
 
Vice-Chair 

rosemary.gilligan@shenleyvillage.org  07889544144 • Allotment Committee 
•
•

•
•

•

•  
•  

Nicky Beaton 
 

nicky.beaton@shenleyvillage.org  
 

07976 872668 •
• Future Initiative Working 

Party 
•  
•

 
•

 
Annette Edel annette.edel@shenleyvillage.org  

 
07949509196 •

• Future Initiative Working 
Party 

•
•

 
•

 
Wayne Grossman wayne.grossman@shenleyvillage.org  07799645494 •

• Future Initiative Working 
Party 

•
Gavin O’Sullivan 
 

gavin.osullivan@shenleyvillage.org  
 

07831 839714 
 

•
• Future Initiative Working 

Party 
•

Robert Perlmutter 
 

robert.perlmutter@shenleyvillage.org 07949 711 809  
 

•

•
•

Anthony Spencer anthony.spencer@shenleyvillage.org   
07973 349083  

•

•

Peter Wayne peter.wayne@shenleyvillage.org  07748 590002 • Allotment Committee 
•
•

Amanda Leboff 
 
Clerk to the 
Council 
 

clerk@shenleyvillage.org  
 

The Hub, London Road, Shenley  
WD7 9BS 

 

01923 855865 
 
 

 

 


